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A MESSAGE FROM RABBI KAPLAN 

 Almost all of us who are initially reading this report are members of our Temple. Those of you that are     

currently members decided to join the Temple to fulfill a need or responsibility that you had as Jews.  We know 

from experience that there are many reasons to join a Temple and one or more benefits that you hope to derive 

from this association and or support.  As reformed Jews, we at Temple Beth Shalom situated for over 50 years in 

the West Valley of Phoenix are committed to welcoming everyone in the West Valley, and beyond, who is       

interested in an open vibrant form of Judaism.  

 American Jewish identity must not simply be a love of smoked salmon and cream cheese on bagels 

(facetiously referred to as a gastronomic Jew)! As a reform Jew, we want to explore the tremendous reservoir of 

Jewish spiritual wisdom created by scholars from all branches and to see how we can incorporate and apply 

those teachings in our lives. Reform Judaism is not a dogmatic one way or the highway approach but rather an           

opportunity to study and experience different forms of religiosity, approaches to the Judaic ethos, to see what 

works for each of us, how to incorporate them into our lives and how to transmit this teaching to the area at 

large. 

 We are living in a part of Phoenix that has seen unbelievable growth in the last number of years - Peoria, 

Surprise, Goodyear, Buckeye and so forth.  Tens of thousands of new people have moved into our area.  There 

are only four congregations in the West Valley; us, Beth Emeth a Conservative congregation in Sun City West 

which is now unaffiliated, and two Chabad Centers, one in Peoria and the other in Goodyear.  Within the greater 

West Valley, we stand alone. 

 These four synagogues are servicing, at most, four or five percent of the Jews in the West Valley.  That 

is unbelievable, but it seems to be true. When I grew up in Waterbury, Connecticut after 10th grade, the          

affiliation rate there was somewhere between 85 and 90%. Why have the vast majority of Jews in the West    

Valley refused to affiliate is a question that must be addressed and responded to.  While studies have shown that 

there are many reasons for a low affiliation rate, my central argument is no matter what stage in life a person is 

in, Judaism has a vibrant philosophy of life that can enrich every person's experiences. We do not retire from the 

Jewish religion the way we may from our jobs. Yes, it is an obligation to support Jewish institutions, but it is 

also a mitzvah and a privilege. 

 Demographic information prepared before the recent election estimate that there are at least 12,000 Jews 

in the Arizona 8th congressional district which is entirely in the West Valley. This is probably a low estimate. In 

addition, we have bits of other congressional districts so conservatively we could probably speak of at least 

15,000 Jews in the West Valley. That is not counting anyone who is not a Jewish background but might be      

interested in Judaism and there may be many more of those.  This is a large group from which to draw. 

 Research has also shown that people join a congregation because of a relationship with a current      
member.  It is that person’s membership and their enthusiasm for the Temple that will draw them in to test the 

waters.  We need all of our members to now put their thinking caps on and explore how they might invite their 
friends to our Friday night services or to take one of our courses or to participate in any one of many other ways. 
If the friends find the approach intriguing, then they can let us know and the membership committee, and I can 

then help them on the path to membership. 
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Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan 

 We want new members because we honestly believe that belonging to a Synagogue or Temple is       

essential to the complete wellbeing of the person.  A place to experience holistic Judaism and to be a part of 

Klal Yisroel.  A place to fulfill our destiny and Jewish identity.  Co-enthetically, the Temple also needs them to    

sustain itself financially because we cannot operate in a vacuum.  New members will benefit from us by being 

able to engage in and express their Judaism.  At Temple Beth Shalom with our broad Tent and open door, we 

are ready to welcome those Jews who were at one time orthodox or conservative, to those that had a secular    

reference.  We are prepared to give them a wide range of Jewish spiritual wisdom and let them bask in the   

comfort of associating with Jews with similar identity and needs resulting in their belonging to a warm and   

caring community. It is a win-win situation, but we need your help to try to make this a reality. 

 We are a community first of all based on the covenant between ourselves and God which stretches back 

thousands of years to the time of Abraham and Sarah. It was these fore-parents that taught us the need to      

welcome the stranger (Abraham’s welcoming of the three angels that brought the word from God that Sarah 

would give birth in her old age).  Abraham washed their feet, fed them, and made them welcome.  It is a      

mitzvah for us to welcome the stranger to our midst, to build relationships with them and each other.  In     

building these relationships the purpose is not just to be friends but to support and reinforce the Brit, the eternal 

covenant between God and the Jewish people. This is our sacred mission. 

 The thousands of years of the history of Judaism is incredibly rich in deep thinking, philosophy,      

mysticism, biblical exegesis, Hebrew poetry and literature and all sorts of social, intellectual, and cultural     

accomplishments.  At the same time, we are periodically persecuted and have suffered.  That too is etched into 

our consciousness.  We are fortunate to live in a time and a place where we are for the most part incredibly well  

accepted and cherished by the host culture and as a result have prospered culturally, intellectually, and          

economically.  We have reached the pinnacles of power from which we can “Repair the World”.  We must    

utilize this opportunity that we have been given to acculturate the best of American values but not assimilate 

out of existence. The synagogue is the single institution that can help us to maintain our religious identities 

while at the same time allowing us to take part in all that American culture and society has to offer. 

 The process of bringing people into the Temple may take a while, it may be a long one.  We know from 

experience that the turtle wins the race.  We need to recognize this fact and be ready to take the long view.  

When a person or family is recognized as a potential member, we need to find someone who is friendly with 

them and to introduce them to the idea that there is a synagogue nearby which they can attend and belong to 

and wants them.  We need to encourage the people we meet that are potential members, to sign up for our     

cultural and study programs; to begin attending Friday night services, which for the moment out of necessity 

are virtual, but eventually will be in person again.  We need to introduce them to me, your Rabbi, and other  

professional and lay leaders of our congregation.  And then finally, we need to encourage them to join with us 

as members. 

 As we do this, our membership will grow and we in turn will grow.  Help us in this goal. 
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NOTES FROM  
CANTOR KORITAN 

 

 On January 15th, our Erev Shabbat Service will observe the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King.  He spent 
time and energy to strengthen increasingly strained ties between Jewish and African Americans.  Dr. King also 
was aware of the mischaracterization of Zionism as racism.  He consistently spoke out on that subject.  In 1967 he 
wrote:  “Israel’s right to exist as a state is incontestable.  At the same time the great powers have the obligation to 
recognize that the Arab world is in a state of imposed poverty and backwardness that must threaten peace and 
harmony.”  In a speech to the Rabbinical Assembly on March 25,1968, Dr. King said:  “I see Israel as one of the 
great outposts of democracy in the world, and a marvelous example of what can be done, how desert land can be 
transformed into an oasis of brotherhood and democracy.  Peace for Israel means security and that security must 
be a reality.”  On April 4, less than two weeks later, Dr. King was murdered while organizing support for striking 
sanitation workers in Memphis. 
 
 Every time I’ve heard his, “I have a dream” speech, it transfixes me all over again.  Its rhythm seems like 
a song just waiting to be born.  So, naturally, I could not resist creating one, but I chose to digest his thoughts and 
hopes, and then write my own lyrics.  I believe my assimilated version has the same feel as the original speech, 
mainly because of that repeated line, “I have a dream.”  The music, of course, emphasizes the words’ importance.  
 
 The theme is also repeated to build recognition by the listener.  I will be singing the song at our              
observance.  Now I would like to share the lyrics that I wrote to the song I named, “The Dreamer and the Dream.” 
 
  I have a dream that hatred and war will cease. 
  I have a dream of brotherhood and peace. 
 

  I have a dream far reaching and mighty deep. 
  I have a dream, a promise I must keep. 
 

  Hear the dream at its creation sing hope for those in need. 
  Feel the gleam of inspiration bring courage to succeed. 
 

  I have a dream our future is bright and fair. 
  I have a dream to nurture with great care. 
 

  I have a dream that life is its own birthright. 
  I have a dream to guide us toward the light. 
 

  Join the dream and we will greet each day with plans of worth. 
  Let the stream of kindness lead our way to a heaven on Earth. 
 

  I have a dream, harmonious and powerful. 
  I have a dream that honors one and all. 
 

  Asleep or awake, united by one great theme, 
  That you will succeed this dreamer with a dream 
 

  For you shall become the dreamer 
  And the dream. 

 Baruch Koritan 
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

 

 2020 was, at best, a trying year filled with hope and positivity at the beginning and then just as we were 

beginning to put into effect our winter schedule of activities the Covid-19 reared its ugly head and the bottom fell 

out.  We had to learn to live a different life that none of us had previously experienced or planned for.  With pride 

we can say that we did it.  We knew that eventually we would return to normal and began to plan for that day.  

Above all we wanted to make sure that our Congregation remained intact, our friendships remained secured, and 

our Temple survived an anticipated economic blow.  Looking back, I can now say that we succeeded beyond    

expectations. 

 While positivity became a word with terrible implications in relation to the Covid-19, positivity for the 

Temple membership meant having a positive attitude, help it spread, and to do what would be necessary for our 

safety and survival. 

 With the arrival of the vaccine, and its delivery to our members, the future looks bright again although we 

will have to be careful for still a considerable period of time.  With that in mind, we have expanded our ability to 

deliver carefully constructed online programming to help us remember the Shabbat, keep our minds alert with 

study programing, and soon various type of community socialization.  We believe that even when we are back 

full time in our sanctuary and building, that what we have learned about the online delivery of services will     

continue and bring us in good stead to advance what our Temple has to offer. 

 Congratulations are in order for the Stojanovskis and the Elisons on the bat mitzvah of their daughters that 

will take place on January 2, 2021.  What a way to start the year.  May their families grow stronger with each   

sacred event.  Our religious school is thriving under the tutelage of Andre Ivory.  We will be actively seeking 

new students to join and begin their religious education and their parents to join our Temple and help us succeed 

in bringing in additional new members. 

Our membership even in these adverse times has continued to grow thanks to the attention of the Rabbi 

Kaplan and our membership committee.  We are actively promoting membership in our Temple with attractive 

programs being offered to new members. 

 But we still need your help.  Our research has found that new members come in when introduced to the 

Temple by its existing members.  I do not want to put it all on your shoulders but please be attentive to people 

that you meet who may be interested in Judaism, interfaith couples as well, and talk us up.  If we are good enough 

for you, we certainly should be good enough for them. 

While I am at it, there are positions and committees that still need members to fill vacancies.  Publicity, 

legacy and endowment, cemetery, to name just a few.  Let us start the new year with the idea that 2021 will be a 

year of success for our Temple.  We will have weathered the storm and stand ready to reap the benefits of a new 

age of Repair the World but not forgetting that we must build our own as well.  Welcome the New Year and the 

New Beginning. 

Marvin L. Berris, President 
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JANUARY 2021 

 The calendar events here are all on Zoom due to the Corona Virus.  Links for attending these events 

will be emailed to you as they become available. 

 Please check our website and bulletin for further dates with current and/or added information on  

classes and functions. 

 I hope and pray you will all stay healthy and safe until we meet again. 

Roz Goldstein 

1  7:00 p.m. Shabbat Service 
2  10:00 a.m. Bat Mitzvah of 
   Ava Stojanovski & 
   Sophie Elison 
 7:00 p.m. Havdallah Service 
3  9:00 a.m. Religious School 
5  7:00 p.m. Membership Committee  
   Meeting 
6 11:00 a.m. Torah Study 
 7:00 p.m. America’s Four Gods 
7 6:00 p.m. Judaism 101 
8 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Service 
9 7:00 p.m. Havdallah Service 
10  9:00 a.m. Religious School 
 9:30 a.m. Israel & Its Religious Right 
   Wing  
13 11:00 a.m. Torah Study 
 7:00 p.m. America’s Four Gods 
14 6:00 p.m. Judaism 101 
15 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Service 
16 7:00 p.m. Havdallah Service 
17  9:00 a.m. Executive Board Mtg. 
 10:00 a.m. General Board Mtg 
18  10:00 a.m. Men of God - The Relation- 
   ship Between Heschel and 
   King  
 12:00 p.m. Sisterhood Meeting &  
   Program 

20  11:00 a.m. Torah Study 
 7:00 p.m. America’s Four Gods 
21  10:00 a.m. Religious Practices 
    Committee Meeting  
 6:00 p.m. Judaism 101 
22 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Service 
23 7:00 p.m. Havdallah Service 
24  9:00 a.m. Religious School 
26 7:00p.m. How to take Better Photos 
27 11:00 a.m. Torah Study 
 7:00 p.m. America’s Four Gods 
28 6:00 p.m. Judaism 101 
29  7:00 p.m. TU B’SHVAT  
   Shabbat Service 
30  10:00 a.m. Bat Mitzvah of Susan  
   Blum 
 7:00 p.m. Havdallah Service 
31 9:00 a.m. Religious School 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

4  Barbara Chalfen 
5  Miriam Hirschl 
6  Myrna Shanis 
7  Valerie Gitter 
  Marsha Gratz 
  Steven Katz 
8  Robert Gurne 
11  Dennis Cutler 
  Phyllis Jacobs 
12  Meghan Davies 
14  John Cohn 
  Bernice Rabinowitz 

16  Sonia Altman 
19  Myron Weinbach 
20  Seth Ugelow 
22  Brenda Bochner 
  Karee Polikoff 
23  Joan Nappen 
29  Minia Kalish 
30  William Kram 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 24th Larry & Joanne Gorelick 17 years 
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BIBLICAL GARDEN 

 

The mystery of the white quartz rocks…..   

When I started organizing the Biblical Garden, I found white 

quartz rocks behind the wall in the Garden.  I am not sure what 

their original use was but I think they can have a purpose.  I     

approached Andre Ivory to see if the Religious School students 

could use the rocks for a project.  Andre came through.  Most of 

the rocks have been relocated to the front of the Garden and    

students have placed painted rocks with positive messages on the 

quartz rocks. 

 Stop by the Garden and see the little mountain of messages. 

 

 If you know the original use of the quartz rocks, please email 
me at pam@katzct.com. 

 

 Do you wish to donate a bench in memory of a family     

member?  We have the two footings but need to purchase the 

bench top.  A memorial plaque can be installed on the bench.   

Contact me at pam@katzct.com to discuss a donation. 

 
 

Pam Katz  

 

 

mailto:pam@katzct.com
mailto:pam@katzct.com
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Bat Mitzvah of Sophie Elison and Ava Stojanovski 

January 2, 2021 at 10:00 AM via Zoom 

Ava and Sophie have chosen these two organizations, HARTT and Poverty Pets, for their B’nai 
Mitzvah Project.  Both of these organizations are non-profit organizations that help out the community 
by rescuing animals safely, and getting them fostered, adopted, or returned back to their owners. 

HARTT (Humane Animal Rescue and Trapping Team) captures lost or homeless animals that 
could not be captured through ordinary means.  HARTT is different from other rescue groups, which 
mostly focus on adoptions, and they don’t perform field rescue.  HARTT focuses on field rescue of    
animals who are not already safely contained.  HARTT’s primary focus is getting them to safety.  
HARTT is supported primarily by donations from the public and they have no government contracts 
and receive no government funds. 

 Poverty's Pets rescues abandoned, neglected, and abused companion animals in low-income  
communities in Central Phoenix.  With a mission of rescuing abandoned, neglected, and abused     
companion animals in low-income and under-served communities, Poverty’s Pets also provides        
education programs and veterinary care services (including spay/neuter) to families in the low-income 
areas of Phoenix, AZ.  In addition to these initiatives, Poverty’s Pets partners with local schools to      
educate students on the respect and welfare for all beings, and to promote positive interactions         
between the dogs and students. 

 We have chosen to sell masks in order to raise money for these organizations.  These                
organizations are very important to us because we both love animals and we want to help them in 
whatever ways we can.  We have custom- made masks which will be sold to raise money for these two 
organizations. 

 These masks are available for $12 each or 2 for $20. 

 Please reach out to Tammy Stojanovski if you would like to purchase some.  Her email and 
phone are:    email:  stojo883@hotmail.com or phone:  602-363-3361. 

 

Sophie and Ava 

mailto:stojo883@hotmail.com
tel:602-363-3361
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AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM 
 

Most of us shop at Amazon on-line often.  Temple Beth Shalom 

can easily be the beneficiary to the tune of 0.5% of each        

purchase at no cost to you by typing smile.amazon.com each 

time you want to visit the site.  Select “Temple Beth Shalom” as 

the recipient of the donation.  If you don’t find us 

by name, you can use our   EIN #, 23-7112839.  

Thanks! 

Make AmazonSmile Charity Lists 

You can donate items directly to Temple Beth Shalom by       
purchasing from your Charity Lists. To make a Charity List, sign 
in to http://org.amazon.com and click "Get Started" in the 
"Create your first Charity List" section. 

Engage during major shopping holidays 

Many of you do your holiday shopping at Amazon, so it's a great 
time to remind you to go to smile.amazon.com to generate      
donations for Temple Beth Shalom.  Take advantage of the     
next shopping holidays. 

Shop at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7112839 and Amazon 
Smile donates to Temple Beth Shalom!  

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3T96KNWCRXEAN&K=73CZUJ2KRE3C&M=urn:rtn:msg:20190816140334cee3241991b043679dbccbcb5f80p0na&R=1NAONP7KOBB6&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Forg.amazon.com%2Fsignout%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_425269640&H=C9JFSDNUOBTO06XX2JKA7UKQALKA&ref_=pe_73255
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3T96KNWCRXEAN&K=73CZUJ2KRE3C&M=urn:rtn:msg:20190816140334cee3241991b043679dbccbcb5f80p0na&R=2JQVFQ8DK04SZ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-7112839%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_425269640&H=A4M0TJB5EORANENCWCOH5AMFG48A&re
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7112839
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Thank you to all who either donated food or made a monetary donation 

to the Valley View Food Bank.  This is a letter we received from them in 

appreciation of all the help we give them. 
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DO YOU NEED A RIDE TO SERVICES 
 
 

Northwest Dial-A-Ride 
ADA Certified for individuals 65 years of 

age and older 
 

Phone:  602-266-8723 

NOTICE   TO  ALL  MEMBERS 
 
 

 Please be advised that we cannot use the Temple’s email for any   per-
sonal business.  You may buy space in the Shofar, the weekly bulletin and/
or our lobby monitor.  The only notifications the office will send via email 
will pertain to Temple business or Temple events. 
 
 We have fantastic opportunities for you for a fee.  For advertising in 
the Shofar or the bulletin, please contact the Temple Office. 
 
 For advertising on the lobby monitor, please contact Bob Koch at 
merlin66213@gmail.com. 
 
 We will allow two (2) ads per month on the lobby monitor. The cost 
for an ad is $100.00. 

IF YOU ARE AN INSTAGRAM  
USER, PLEASE FOLLOW US AT: 

 

arizonatemplebethshalom 
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Yearly events include: 
 
  Several breakfasts on Sundays at the Temple; 
  Baseball outing in the spring at a spring training stadium; 
  Monthly Torah study lunches with our Rabbi; 
  Volunteering on Christmas Day; 
  Game night and BBQ outings at the Temple; 
  Free breakfast for paid up & new Brotherhood members in November; 
  Superbowl party; and 
  Sponsoring a Friday night Shabbat Service and more! 
 
We hope to see you there. 

Membership 

Brotherhood 

Of Temple Beth Shalom Mission 
Statement 

Open to all male 

members of  

Temple Beth Shalom 

Promote the ideals 

and traditions of 

our faith 

Open to fathers of religious 
school children 

Brotherhood membership 
is complimentary with 

your first year of Temple 
membership 

First year of Temple members 
and returning members 

 

Please complete a  
Brotherhood Membership 

Form 
 

Returning Brotherhood members 
have annual dues of $25 

We are a friendly, spirited 
organization that supports 

Temple Beth Shalom 

as needed. 

We are committed to the 
principle of inclusion of 

Tikkun Olam: 

 

Making the world  

a better place 

Provide a fellowship of 
common interest 

Organize male 
congregants to use 

their talents to advance 
Temple Beth Shalom 

Partner in fundraising 
and events; 

support Sisterhood; 
and are the Temple 

“movers and shakers” 
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Brotherhood    
Temple Beth Shalom 

Membership Sign-up: 
 

Name:  ___________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________ 

Phone#/s:  Home: _____________________________:       Cell: _____________________________ 

Check your interest assisting in programs: 

 Guest Speakers _____  Welcome back Cookout ____ Spring Training Game ____ 

Key Committee ____ Any / All Functions ____ Once a Mo. Usher: ___ 

 

WE HOPE YOU ARE INTERESTED:  If you wish to join the TBS Brotherhood/continuing to be a 
member:  YOU must complete the above form for 2020-2021. 

First year TBS members: have a complimentary/no-charge membership (but must submit the 
above information). 

Returning TBS members: Please submit form with a $25.00 payment “ATTN:  TBS 
BROTHERHOOD”.  (This is to ensure your information stays current.) 

Please return to the Temple office:     Attn.:  Brotherhood 
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SISTERHOOD  NEWS 

 The Sisterhood meets the 3rd Monday of the month.  Right now we 
are meeting on Zoom at 12:00 p.m.  Bring your lunch and join us.  The link 
will be posted in the weekly bulletin.  If you don’t have access to the TBS 
weekly bulletin, please call the office for the phone number, link and   
password you can use. 
 
Judaica Boutique 
 
The Boutique is located in the main lobby.  We stock a lovely selection of 
cards, holiday items, candles, jewelry, mezuzahs, tallit, and other gift 
items.  
 
The Boutique is open: 

• Prior to Shabbat services on Friday evenings.  
 
• During the week the office staff will be happy to open the shop for 

your purchases. 
 
• Will open on Wednesday’s, by appointment only.  Please call Judy Fagen 

at (623) 210-1684. to set up your appointment. 
 
Special Oneg:  

• To celebrate a Simcha — birthday, anniversary, or any joyous            
occasion, Sisterhood will provide a special Oneg.  To make                  
arrangements, please call Yolanda Schatz at (623) 566-6686.   

 
• Prices for the Special Oneg varies depending on your choices and      

availability. 
 

• Bereavement “Meal of Consolation:” Families of a member can call 
Yolanda Schatz to  make arrangements for a meal at the Temple:    
(623) 566-6686 
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SISTERHOOD NEWS 

AND 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS 

 
 

Don't forget to wear your mask! 

 

Facebook page: 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/616158649317419/?ref=share 

Zoom information through April, 2021:  This will be the Zoom logon info.  
We are now considered a “recurring meeting.”  Our meetings are on the 
(3rd) third Monday of the month at noon. 

To join the Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89816375607?
pwd=b3BodzlJRjhJQVpja01XTDVzTTJpUT09 

Meeting ID:  898 1637 5607 Passcode:  sisterhood 

 If you are phoning in without a computer or smartphone: 

  Call:  408 638 0968 and use the Meeting ID: 898 1637 5607  

  Passcode: 1406443541 

 Future meetings:  Planning meetings via Zoom is difficult.  I am looking 
for volunteers to help with presentations.  Please call me (Shari Young) at:                 
623-977-2576 or e-mail shariaz03@gmail.com).  If you have good holiday  
recipes that you would like to share, please e-mail your recipes to me at 

shariaz03@gmail.com and I’ll prepare an e-Book. 

 As the January meeting is always on Martin Luther King day, it will     
focus on Abraham Joshua Heschel who worked with, marched with, and     
inspired Dr. King.  We will also review the seven (7) species of the land of     
Israel in honor of Tu B'Shevat (Jan. 27).  February will be a look at Queen 
Esther.  Was she a feminist?  Purim and the Feast of  Esther are on            
February 25-26.  March will be the Women's Seder, and the Sisterhood    
Hospitality committee will prepare a boxed Seder to Go, which we can share 
together as we celebrate via Zoom.  (Passover begins March 27). 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/616158649317419/?ref=share
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89816375607?pwd=b3BodzlJRjhJQVpja01XTDVzTTJpUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89816375607?pwd=b3BodzlJRjhJQVpja01XTDVzTTJpUT09
mailto:shariaz03@gmail.com
mailto:shariaz03@gmail.com
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Larry & Edith Mattal Memorial Library 

TBS BOOK CLUB 
 

 All congregants are invited to join the TBS Book Club.  We meet via Zoom, 

usually the third Wednesday of the month at 2 p.m.  We discuss both Jewish-themed 

and other fiction and non-fiction books. 

 For more information, contact Pam Katz at pam@katzct.com.  Also please 

check the Weekly Announcements. 

 In December we discussed The Color of Love, an autobiography by Marra B. Gad.  

Fourteen congregants joined the Zoom call.  It is the story of a biracial girl by a Jewish 

mother adopted by a Jewish family.  She has a supportive immediate family but faces     

difficult situations in the Jewish community who assume she is “the help”, by Jewish boys 

when she tries J-Date, and by a great aunt who rejects her because her biological father is 

black.  She volunteers to be a caregiver to that same great aunt.  She perseveres and her 

story is inspiring and written from the heart.  

 Overall we gave this memoir high marks and would recommend it.   

 We are skipping January and discussing on February 17, via Zoom, A Bend in the 

Stars by Rachel Barenbaum.  It is the story of a Jewish family in 1914 Russia.  The story 

has romance, crime, conflict, and even physics. 

Pam Katz 

 

 In the meantime, due to the Covid19 pandemic, when so many of you are still 
housebound, think about picking up a good book to read, relax, and enjoy.  More            
importantly:   PLEASE  STAY  SAFE  &  A HAPPY HEALTHY NEW YEAR! 

Roz Goldstein 
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GRIEF GROUP 

 

With the Covid19 virus spiraling upwards in Arizona, the Grief 

Group has decided to withdraw our meetings until this crisis slows 

down.  Please know that this Group is extremely important to TBS, 

but safety comes first.  Due to the privacy of our meetings, Zoom 

meetings will not work for this Group.  Until we meet again… 

 

Dr. Joyce Gold (623-546-6376) 

Mary Gill Savoren (623-266-9707 

TREE OF LIFE 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Our Tree of Life, on the Lobby wall next to the office,   
commemorates simchas and life cycle events, such as    
special birthdays, anniversaries, or Bar & Bat Mitzvahs with 
an engraved leaf.  Each leaf is a $300.00 donation to the 
synagogue.  This is a lovely way to commemorate a special 
milestone for your family, and support Temple Beth      
Shalom.  Please call Nan Rubin at 623-933-1412, or the 
Temple office at 623-977-3240, to order one.  
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 

12202 N 101st Ave    Sun City, AZ 85396 

BRICK PATHWAY PURCHASE A BRICK FORM 

 

Thank you for your participation in this important project. Please complete this form and return it 

to the Temple office along with your check or charge information. If you have questions, please 

feel free to contact Dave Katz at 623-980-2196 or dave@katzaz.com  

I/We are purchasing __________ (number of bricks). The cost of each brick is $100. 

Total amount enclosed $___________ 

Provide up to three lines, maximum of 22 characters per line including spaces. Please print. 

    Inscription #1 

 
InsInscription #2cription #2

 

InInscription #3scription #3 

 
 

Dated:  ___________________ SIGNATURE:  ______________________________________ 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:   _______________________              PRINT NAME:  ____________________________________ 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

mailto:dave@katzaz.com
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE CARING COMMITTEE AND 
CARING FOR CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE 

 

OUR CREED:   Temple Beth Shalom is responsive to the needs of its members spiritually and       

personally through our Caring Committee and Caring for Caregivers Committee.  These two TBS         

Committees reach out to our members who are ill and in need of a gentle caring phone call or visit. 

 The people that are contacted are listed in our Friday Night Bulletin MiShebeirach List. 

 
 

THE POWER OF PRAYER TO HEAL:  It has been proven that prayers have  marvelous 
healing powers. 

 
 

HOW DO I OR MY LOVED ONE GET ON THE LIST:  The guidelines for being 
listed on the MiShebeirach List are as follows: 
 
 1. Person(s) must be a member of TBS in good standing. 
 
 2 The person(s) must be a spouse, immediate family member or close relative. 
 
 Friends or neighbors needing our prayers are prayed for when the Rabbi asks you to raise your hand 
and announce their names at the services. 

 
 

YOUR CARING COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE:   Rabbi Dana Kaplan, Rabbi    
Arthur Abrams, Sunny Altman, Jane Berris, Evelyn Dragiff, Dr. Joyce Gold, Phyllis Jacobs, Arlette Kramer, 
and Mary Gill Savoren. 

 

IN THE EVENT OF A DEATH WE GIVE SUPPORT  
THROUGH THE CHEVRA KADISHA 

 
 Mary Gill Savoren and Dr. Joyce Gold head up this committee.  Chevra Kadisha offers support in 
assisting with making pre and post death arrangements.  They offer assistance with Jewish tradition, work 
with the various funeral homes and cemeteries in concert with Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan. 
 
 
 
 The Caring Committee continues to work during the summer season calling their assigned Mish List 
contacts.  Last week we had four of our members in the hospital and in 
care centers.  Rabbi Kaplan and Mary Gill have been calling people and visiting these people.  Our Teddy 
Bear surprise gifts bring smiles and make eyes light right up! 
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DONATIONS NEEDED 

 

1.  New flooring for social hall and kitchen; 

2.  Parenthood has generously donated a double sided  
  Chair holder dolly which is full.  We need two (2) more ($300 each); 
 
3.  Sanctuary renovations including new seating and carpeting  ($85,000); 

4.  New carpeting in hallways;  

5.  New carpeting in the auditorium; 

6.  New speakers for the Sanctuary  and / or Social Hall ($3,300 each); and 

7.  As always, donations most appreciated for the General Fund. 

  Dues alone only covers half of our annual expenses! 

Thank you in advance for your help! 

 

Donations for Temple Funds 

Please use this form so that your donation can be properly allocated. 

Make check payable to Temple Beth Shalom and mail to:  
Temple Beth Shalom, 12202 N. 101st Ave., Sun City, AZ 85351 

 
Date:  ___________________    Amount:  $      

In Honor of _____________________________  In Memory of       

In Appreciation of ________________________  Speedy Recovery      

Thank you ______________________________  Happy Birthday       

Happy Anniversary _______________________  Congratulations      

Mazel Tov ______________________________  Thinking of you       

 

Designated to: 

 

[  ] General Fund [  ] Mattal Library [  ] Endowment  [  ] Prayer Books 
[  ] Education  [  ] Biblical Garden  [  ] Choir  [  ] Security  
[  ] Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund   [  ] Jeanna Michaels Memorial  
[  ] Social Action Fund 
 
Send card to:   _____________________________  Address   __________________________________ 

 

Donated by  _______________________________  Address  __________________________________ 

Make checks payable to Temple Beth Shalom. Our address is 12202 N 101st Ave, Sun City, AZ 85351. 

MasterCard and Visa are accepted in the office for donations of $25 or greater. 
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TBS IS GRATEFUL TO ALL OF THESE GENEROUS 
PEOPLE FOR THEIR END OF THE YEAR 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

Marc & Lauren Abramowitz 
Rabbi Arthur & Claire Abrams 
Fran Ackerman 
Arnold & Andrea Alpert 
Stephanie Anthony 
Lori Baker 
Bonita Bay 
Warren & Fern Bentkover 
Marvin & Jane Berris 
Theresa Black 
Jeffrey & Susan Blum 
Rebecca “Rae” Bolnick 
Miriam Burdette 
Jill Clements 
John & Cristi Cohn 
Dennis & Bonnie Cutler 
Stephen Dornbusch 
Evelyn Dragiff 
Rhoda Edwards 
Joani Frankel 
Lou & Sharon Gadless 
Martin & Valerie Gitter 
David & Michelle Gluck 
Dr. Joyce Gold 
William & Janet Goldfarb 
Jeffrey Goldstein 
Vicki Goldstein 
Melissa Gomez 
Harvey Gordon 
Kay Grossman 
Robert & Alice Gurne 
Leonard & Roberta Harris 
 

Sharyn Helbon 
Fay Henning-Bryant 
Phyllis Jacobs 
Max Kelly 
Barry & Elizabeth Keyles 
Reva Litt 
James May 
Therese Michael 
Suzanne Myers 
Joan Nappen 
Marcia Pace 
Sy & Joan Perlis 
Laura-Julieta Ponce 
Sue Rankin 
Russell Robbins 
Nan Rubin 
Theresa Schneider 
Joan Sheffield 
Steve Siegel & Robert Koch 
Steven & Gloria Sitzman 
Irwin & Sandra Snitz 
Dr. Janice Sodos 
Babette Spatz 
Burt & Lorraine Stolove 
Richard Switzky & Virginia 
Trombley 
Carol Teplin 
Jack Tobey & Danielle Reed 
Geraldine Travis 
Norman & Ellen Winderlich 
Shari Young 
Michael & Julie Zager 
Glen & Bobbie Zelkind 
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Temple Beth Shalom Gratefully Acknowledges The Following Donations 

You may donate to the Temple in many ways.  The designated Temple Funds are listed below with a 

brief description of each. When making your donation, please designate your fund of choice. 

  Honor the memory of a beloved family member or friend with a memorial plaque 
mounted in the Sanctuary.  You may also celebrate a simcha with a leaf on our Tree of Life 
displayed in the lobby. 
 

 For details or further information, contact Nan Rubin at 623-933-1412. 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In Loving Memory Of  
Grace Shark Bowler 
Valerie Gitter 
Robert Gerber 
Suzanne Gerber 
Bruce Shanis 
Joe & Myrna Shanis 

 
In Appreciation Of 
Rabbi Dana Kaplan 
Dr. Calvin & Nell Ennis 
Jane & Marvin Berris 
Diane Freilich & Mel  

         Friedman 
Gabriel Hertzberg 
 
Happy Birthday 
Rabbi Dana Kaplan 
Suzanne Myers 

 
Operating Fund 

In Loving Memory Of  
Robert Ackerman 
Fran Ackerman 
Sam Bentkover 
Warren Bentkover 
Ben Berkowitz 
Arnold Berkowitz 
Arnold Bolnick 
Rebecca (Rae) Bolnick 
Arnold Boyd 
Barbara Schechter 
Nancy Enneking 
Morris Feinberg 
Harriet Feinberg 
Bernie Feinberg 
Vera Goldstein 
Roz Goldstein 
Mildred Henning 
Fay Henning-Bryant 
Irving Katz 
Dave & Pam Katz 
Allen Koch 
Lucille Koch 
Robert Koch 
Milton Lehman 
Shirley Lehman 
Edward Lehman 
Jeffrey Lehman 
David Schor 
Glen & Bobbie Zelkind 
 

Operating Fund (cont’d) 
Richard & Natalie Trumbley 
Richard Switzky &  
Virginia Trombley 
Jennie & Morris Winderlich 
Ester & Jack Sokofsky 
Norman & Ellen Winderlich 
Peter Hochberg 
Helene Fox 
Sherman Goldberg 
Alex Harris 
Sue Goldberg 
Cora Rosenthal 
Dr. Miles Rosenthal 
Mother of Fern Shuplow 
Arnold & Andrea Alpert 
Ruth Sosin 
Fern Bentkover 
Charles Wilens 
Dr. Morton Rosen 
H. Richard Grauman 
Edward Wilens 
Jack Rosen 
Gladys W. Grauman 
Martin Weil 
Randy & Jean Rosen 
Sam Gadless 
Louis Gadless 
 
Speedy Recovery: 
 Judy Fagen 
Joan Rothfeld 
Roz Goldstein 
Judy Fagen 
Helene Fox 
Happy Birthday: 
Bernice Rabinowitz (90th) 
Lori Baker 
In Honor of: 
Brett Bold & Stacy Merrill 
Halle Rose Mondlick 
Stephen & Gloria Bold 

 
Choir Fund 

In Loving Memory Of 
Donald Stein 
Benita Stein 
 
 

Education & School Scholarship 
In Loving Memory Of  
Danette Curns 
Brenda Bochner 
Helene Fox 
Roz Goldstein 
Marsha Gratz 
Gladys Passer 
Nan Rubin 
Carol Teplin 
Drs. Miles & Dinna  
      Rosenthal 
Joan Sheffield 
Jan Sodos & Harvey  
       Gordon 
Lael Summer & Robert  
        Nelson 
Beatrice Eisenberg 
Evelyn Dragiff 
Stephen & Gloria Bold 
Pam & Dave Katz 
Sy & Joan Perlis 
Sharon & Lou Gadless 
Bonnie & Denny Cutler 

 
Endowment Fund 

In Loving Memory Of 
Martha Sitzman 
Steven & Gloria Sitzman 
William Savoren 
Mary Gill Savoren 
Robert Gilberg 
Judy & Steve Zimmerman 

 
Prayer Book Fund 

In Loving Memory Of  
Leah Jacobson 
Beryl Jacobson 
Linda Cutler Smith 
Dennie & Bonnie Cutler 
 
 

Security Fund 
In Loving Memory Of 
Charles Clements 
Jill Clements 
 
 

 

tel:623-933-1412
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BIMAH FLOWER & FOOD BASKET FUND 

Contributions are always appreciated.  Make checks payable to TBS 

Sisterhood and send them to the office. 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

Ray Hirschl, mother-in-law 
Miriam Hirschl 
Food Basket, 10/16/20 
 
Pauline Weinstein, mother 
Rhoda Edwards 
Food Basket, 11/06/20 
 
Anna Liskofsky, Auntie 
Dr A. Cohen 
Flower Bouquet, 11/20/20 
 

Tommy Beck, brother 
Sharon Gadless 
Flower Bouquet, 11/20/20 
 

Florence Underweiser, sister 
Miriam Hirschl 
Food Basket, 12/18/20 

 

 

Jacob Weiss, father 
Phyllis Jacobs 
Food Basket, 12/25/20 
 
Anne Seltzer, mother 
Florence Underweiser, sister-in-law 
Miriam Hirschl 
Food Basket, 12/25/20 
 
Ruth Daitzman, mother 
Myles & Maxine Daitzman 
Flower Bouquet,01/01/21 
 
Dr David A Dragiff, husband 
Evelyn Dragiff 
Flower Bouquet, 01/08/21 
 
Robert Feder, brother 
Maxine & Myles Daitzman 
Food Basket, 01/15/21 
 

 Many people contribute to the Flower Bouquet & Food Basket Funds in memory of **”, but 

did you know that you can also contribute to these funds “in honor of**” to help someone special 

celebrate a birthday and anniversary or any kind of simcha? 

 This is Sisterhood's major fundraiser. We use it to make donations to local food banks, but the 

major portion is given to our  temple whenever a need arises, such as a copier, a computer and new 

kitchen appliances such as a refrigerator and dishwasher.  We are always there to help.  Please help 

us by contributing. 
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Drivers needed for congregants 
who no longer can drive themselves. 

It will be a Mitzvah 

HELP WANTED 

Volunteers needed to work in the office 3 hours once a week.  If you can answer phones, 

photocopy information, file, type, or staple – WE NEED YOU!!!  Nice office with 

friendly people – Good time guaranteed!  Come and join us – Please call and we will get 

you going.  

Also needed:   *  Front Desk Reception Friday Nights from 6:15 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

  *  Key Committee people to help open and close the building 

   *  Additional people to be on the Emergency Call List to respond to 
       the occasional off hours alarms 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 As most of you know, the success of Temple Beth Shalom has always been 

dependent on the efforts of our dedicated volunteers.  Within the next twelve months 

there will be openings on the board for nearly all positions.  Please don’t wait to be 

asked!  Schedules can be flexible and you will have the satisfaction of contributing to the 

greater good . . . Tikun Olum. 

 

 Temple Beth Shalom invites you to participate in the life of our congregation by 
being a volunteer.  Every successful congregation has special people who give of their 
time and talent.  While we are grateful for financial contributions, we are equally grateful 
for the dedicated volunteers who offer their valuable time and energy.  To volunteer, to 
be active, is the way to meet people and be part of our Jewish family community. 
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OUR FANTASTIC ADVERTISERS 

 

ACCOUNTING   David J. Dobrusin, CPA, PLLC      623-977-1773 

    Richard Steinman, CPA          623-546-4894 

 

ALIGNMENT COACHING  Rabbi Shelly & Barbara Moss     480-938-9901 

 

DENTIST    Sun City Dental Center      623-933-0078 

 

Dry Cleaners   Plaza Cleaners II       623-584-5748 

 

FAMILY BEHAVIORAL SERVICES Jewish Family &  Children’s services    602-452-4660 

 

FINANCIAL ADVISOR  Adam Bishop—Climb Wealth Management Group   480-668-3016 

 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE  Mike Alvarado         CELL:  623-326-2428 

 

HOME CARE   AZ Adult Care Providers, LLC     602-386-9859 

    Judith M. Magy & Assoc., LLC     612-840-5797 

 

MECHANICAL / PLUMBING Sun City Mechanical      623-214-2366 

 

MORTUARIES   Sinai Mortuary       602-248-0030 

    Sunland Memorial Park      623-933-0161 

PALLIATIVE CARE / 

    TERMINAL ILLNESS  Hospice of the Valley      602-530-6900 

 

PODIATRY   Fixing Feet-  -  Drs. Peyman & Viedra Elison    623-584-5556 

    Joseph B. Dobrusin, D.P.M.— Banner Health    623-583-5270 

 

PRINTING   Moore Graphics       623-972-8161 

 

REAL ESTATE   Joani Frankel—Realty One Group       CELL  602-919-1256 

 

SENIOR LIVING    Freedom Plaza       623-815-4013 

    Holiday Retirement      407-986-5435 

    Park Wood Assisted Living      623-566-8026 

    Royal Oaks       623-815-4132 

 

TRAVEL    Cruises, Inc.—Ellyn Ventura Consultant    602-595-9303 

 

VISION SPECIALISTS  Eyes West Optical      623-583-037 
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Eyes West Optical 
Eyeglasses—Contact Lenses 

Scott Fineman, 

Licensed Optician 

12801 West Bell Road 

Surprise, AZ  85378 

623-583-0377 

 

 

 

ON PREMISE EYE EXAMS 

BY AN INDEPENDENT  
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Work Guaranteed· Free Estimates  
 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE 
Paint Exterior/Interior· Plumbing Repairs,  
Drywall Repairs, Electrical Troubleshooting 
Sewer/Drain Clean Ups, Doors, Fans  

Roofing. Faucets, Coolers, Water Heaters  

Fix-ups 

  MIKE ALVARADO   
  

  Cell: (623) 326-2428   
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SENIOR HOME HEALTH CARE 

HOME MAKING SERVICES 

JUDITH M. MAGY AND 
    ASSOCIATES, LLC 
 612-840-5797 
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Temple Beth Shalom  of the West Valley 

12202 N. 101st Avenue 
Sun City, Arizona 85351 

(623) 977-3240  
templebethshalomaz@gmail.com 

www.tbsaz.org 
Affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism 

Shabbat Services Friday Evening 7:00 pm 

Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 

[Tues. through Thur. June - August] 

SHOFAR DEADLINE REMINDER 

The deadline for item submission to the Shofar 
is the  15th of the month.  No articles will be 
included after the deadline. 
 

Thanks for your cooperation  

Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan, Ph.D. 
Rabbi Shelly W. Moss, D.D., Ph.D., Rabbi Emeritus 
Rabbi Arthur J. Abrams, L.D.,D.D. Rabbi Emeritus 

Baruch L. Koritan, Cantor 
Andre Ivory, Director of Youth Education & Programming 

Beverly Fletcher, Pianist and Choir Director 
* * * * * * * * *  

Board of Directors 
Executive Committee 

 
 President: 
 Marvin L. Berris, Esq. 
 Parliamentarian: 

 Russ Robbins 
 First Vice President: 

 Fay Henning-Bryant 
 Vice Presidents: 
 Dennis Cutler 
 Joanne Gorelick 
 Nan Rubin 
 Recording Secretary: 
 Dave Katz 
 Treasurer: 
 Seth Ugelow 
 Financial Secretary:  
 Janice Sodos, PhD 

Trustees 
 

Carmen Berkowitz 
Bea Eisenberg 
Dr. Viedra Elison 
Sara Jane Feldman 
Dr. Joyce Gold 
Harvey Gordon 
Sharyn Helbon 
Judy Magy 

Judy Fagen  Sisterhood President 
Howard Lonn Brotherhood President 
Tammy Stojanovski Parenthood President 
Rosalind Goldstein  Office Administrator 
Helene Fox Bookkeeper 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

To fulfill and nurture the spiritual, social 

and educational needs of our diverse 

Jewish Community. 

****SHOFAR**** 

Rosalind Goldstein — Editor 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY 

Immediate Past President 
Tammy Stojanovski 

http://www.templebethshalomaz.org

