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A MESSAGE FROM RABBI KAPLAN 

New Course “Recovering Tradition” 

Our Tradition Sustains Us 
 
 
When we hear the word “tradition,” we are likely to think of the opening song from the 1971 film Fiddler on the 
Roof. The audience is introduced to a thin man playing a fiddle on the roof of one of the houses in a mythical    
village in Russia.  Tevye, the protagonist of the film, turns directly to the camera and tries to explain the unlikely 
scene before our eyes.  “A fiddler on the roof. Sounds crazy, no?  But in our little village of Anatevka, you might 
say every one of us is a fiddler on the roof, trying to scratch out a pleasant, simple tune without breaking his neck.  
It isn't easy.  You may ask, why do we stay up there if it's so dangerous?  We stay because Anatevka is our home... 
And how do we keep our balance?  That I can tell you in one word... Tradition.” 
 
Tevye tells the audience that because of their traditions, the Jews have kept their balance for many, many years. 
Note how he shifts from speaking about tradition to enumerating various traditions.  “Here in Anatevka we have 
traditions for everything... how to eat, how to sleep, even, how to wear clothes.  For instance, we always keep our 
heads covered and always wear a little prayer shawl... This shows our constant devotion to God. You may ask, 
how did this tradition start?  I'll tell you - I don't know.  But it's a tradition...  Because of our traditions, everyone 
knows who he is and what God expects him to do.”  The many traditional practices support and reinforce tradition, 
the singular form of the word.  Tradition helps Tevye to understand his place in society and equally within the  
cosmic reality.  He is able to grasp the meaning of tradition because of his involvement in all of the traditions that 
he practices and participates in. 
 
At the same time, Tevye hints that his world is inherently unstable and could possibly fall apart.  How could he 
know this?  Easy, because the screenplay was written by an American Jew writing in the post-WWII period - after 
the Russian Revolution, after Stalin, and after Hitler.  The song is not designed to describe the reality of Russian 
Jewish life in the shtetl, a Yiddish term for small towns in Central and Eastern Europe with large Jewish          
populations before World War II.  Rather, it sought to elicit feelings of nostalgia from people who had never been 
in that part of the world but nevertheless felt that something intangible yet important came from there and needed 
to be preserved.  
 
And yet, as I sat with my parents in a Connecticut movie theater watching the original release of the film, I wasn’t 
sure what that was.  I had been raised in a society where it was no longer seen as practical to observe the myriad 
traditions that Tevye lists.  As far as I knew, few of us in the audience felt any great desire to start observing     
religious rituals that might look fun on the big screen with a full chorus but were likely to become monotonous 
and restricting very quickly in the suburbs where we lived.  Still, I felt this yearning for something. I didn’t know 
exactly what it was but Tevye gave me a word for it - tradition. 
 
Tevye spoke of his traditions because they were so much a part of his daily life.  Every time he ate, he had to   
consider whether the food before him was kosher.  Every time he got dressed in the morning, he had to check to 
make sure he had his yarmulke on his head and his tzitzit flapping at his sides.  Being a practical man, Tevye 
found it easier to talk about traditions in their specificity rather than tradition as an abstract concept.  He made it 
clear that he loved tradition and would do whatever he could to try to nurture it, but he also made it clear that he 
was both a husband and a father and would do what was necessary to preserve those relationships.  That is why the 
metaphor of a fiddler on a roof was so apt. 
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Our Tradition Sustains Us 
(Continued) 

 
 
 
We too, Jews that identify and are a part of the Reform Movement, can only try to understand but cannot clearly 
identify with Tevye, who is trying to balance generations of tradition with the rapid changes in our modern world. 
We adults learned about our traditions and tried to understand how to adopt them into our modern world.  A little bit 
of this and a little bit of that.  We as adults try to give our children and grandchildren an historical knowledge of 
Jewish traditions and holidays through their religious education.  All the while, we are trying to do this while we 
consciously construct our own social reality, a postmodern concept that Tevye began to realize was coming but 
could not accept.  Are we saying that when we do this that we think that there can be more than one truth when it 
comes to identification with the traditions of Judaism? 
 
It appears that in fact we are not seeking a “truth” but have as a result of maturity come to realize that traditions can 
change over time and be adaptive to the needs of society and the community at large.  Notwithstanding this search, 
we understand in our maturity that our religious community can benefit significantly from incorporating in one form 
or another some of our ancient and learned traditions as we build a personalized form of Judaism that speaks to each 
one of us as individuals. 
 
This February we will celebrate the holiday of Purim, a time for joy and rejoicing predicated on the fact that our 
people were saved again from extinction.  I think that it is time that we examine the celebration of this holiday this 
year with a view to the traditions surrounding the Purim Holiday and why some of the long-standing traditions for 
celebrating this holiday have a modern significance and meaning.  I look forward to experiencing this with you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan 
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NOTES FROM  
CANTOR KORITAN 

 

 The City of Jerusalem, like all popular tourist destinations these days, is suffering from a lost of          
tourists.  However, on Purim, nothing can squelch the spirits of the local Jewish population.  The young men 
manage to celebrate Purim by singing and dancing on Jaffa Road. All over the world, Jews traditionally have  
participated in carnivals and parades to celebrate our survival from destruction by the plans of Haman, one of the 
numerous madmen who have been thwarted by the grace of Adonai.  Often, though, it has been women who have 
carried out the solution for all Jews.  In this case, of course, it was Queen Esther. 
 
 What do children do when they hear a rhythmic song or happy melody?  They dance, however primitive it 
may seem to the adults.  Our early developmental instincts direct us to respond with motion, to free ourselves 
from artificial or imposed boundaries and to gain the true liberation of our spiritual nature.  Accordingly, dance is 
especially encouraged at Purim and Simchat Torah to celebrate with no holds barred. Although there are no     
records of pre-Biblical dances, we can deduce that, like other cultures of the that time and place, they were       
focused on “feasts of the Lord” and fertility rites, which included sacred dances and vineyard dances.  All were 
performed by women. 
 
 Miriam led the women who burst into song and dance (Exodus 15:20) after the miraculous parting of the 
Sea of Reeds (aka Red Sea).  Also, to welcome men home from military battles, groups of women danced with 
drum accompaniment to greet returning heroes.  Jephthah’s daughter danced out to meet her father returning from 
victorious battles (Judges 11:34) and the women of Israel came out to dance before Saul and David upon their 
triumphant return from fighting the Philistines (1 Samuel 18:6). 
 
 King David himself was inspired to dance when the Ark of the Covenant, accompanied by musicians, was 
being brought up to Jerusalem (2 Samuel 6; Chronicles 15:23-29).  This custom may have been a remnant from 
nomadic tribal celebrations when transferring a sacred object from one camp to another.  This custom is still 
maintained by many Orthodox and Sephardic Jews today.  I took part in one in Scottsdale several years ago when 
a Torah, which had been smuggled out of Iran with mortal risk involved, was to be placed in the ark.  We danced 
down the street with many tears flowing.  It was beyond wondrous but was a modern miracle. 
 
 From the period of the Mishnah, around the third century BCE, have survived detailed descriptions of   
religious folk dancing. The Sukkah Tractate states: “He who has never seen the festival of the water-drawing (beit 
ha-Sho’evah) has never in his life seen a festival.”  A celebration without some form of dance movement would 
have left one’s body unfulfilled and, like a child not moving, it would not have freed the spirit either. 
 
 Archeological excavations at Tel Qasilah near the Dead Sea revealed two objects that show dance scenes. 
Judging by the women’s positions and the way they held hands in both scenes, the group appears to be             
performing a circle dance. Its artistic development and evolution survived through the diaspora for more than a 
millennium before its fruition. A simple but engaging routine, it became the core of modern Israel’s celebratory 
hora. 
 
 It is gratifying to trace how we have expressed our emotional and spiritual selves through music and dance 
in alien cultures and yet retain our identity as a people, Israel.  May we continue to have reasons to celebrate with 
joy and love, showing our gratitude to God for, “keeping us alive, sustaining us, and bringing us to this            
season,” (Sh’hech’yanu prayer) and let us sing, “Amen!” 

Baruch Koritan 



TEMPLE BETH SHALOM SHOFAR              SUN CITY, AZ                                5 

 

 

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

 

 It is February.  Hard to believe that in a few short weeks it will be spring and with it the 

heat begins to return to the Valley.  This year the phrase “Hope Springs Eternal” may be more 

than a statement of hope for the future but of reality as well.  It has been a long year of isolation 

and longing for a return to a sense of normalcy.  This includes a return to our home, our Temple, 

our sanctuary and our Temple family and our real family as well.  As the older generation, and 

most vulnerable, we have lost precious time with our real family as well and the need to feel a 

touch of the hand, a hug, and the closeness that we as human beings require.   

 With the development of a successful vaccine, the future may look bright again.  In the 

meantime, while we all try to get this potentially life saving medication, we must still be careful 

and vigilant.  We, the Board of your Temple are keeping a watchful eye as we want to return our 

congregation to its rightful role in the West Valley, to serve our membership as in the past, and to 

expand our Temple experience to the uninvolved, uncommitted Jewish west valley community 

and bring them into our fold. 

 We are in the process of redeveloping an outreach committee to advertise our availability 

as a source for the nonaffiliated, where they can participate in both study and community events 

that we will be making available online shortly and hopefully in person in the foreseeable future.  

To the interfaith Jewish families in our community, we will be providing methods for maintaining 

a Jewish identity for him/her and their children and to create understandings of how to practice 

Judaism in this format. 

 Our new streaming system has been inaugurated with our Friday night services and is still 

in the process of fine tuning.  We appreciate all those that attend our services while we are put-

ting the finishing touches to the sound system.  It will shortly be something that we can be very 

proud of and will be a great asset to the Temple and our ability to serve our community even after 

we return to services in the sanctuary. 

 Be assured, it is our intention as time goes on to monitor how and when we can assemble.  

Outdoors, indoors, and what formats, length of time and whether we still must wear masks and 

maintain social distancing. 

 Our prior efforts have clearly been successful for our membership.  We have had few, if 

any, deaths relating to COVID-19 in our midst.  It has been reported that the positivity rate in   

Arizona is very high and our cemeteries are way behind in burials, including Jewish ones.  Our 

commitment is to the best of our ability to provide quality services to our membership while 

maintaining safe measures. 
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

(Continued) 

 

 On the good side, check your calendar for a list of wonderful programs, study courses 

or all types, and of course the weekly Torah sessions with Rabbi Kaplan.  The office staff is 

ready to serve your needs.  If you believe that you need special services as a result of your  

isolation, depression, or other needs, let us know.  Above all it is important that we all keep in 

touch with each other to the extent possible to alleviate any loneliness.  

 We have applied for forgiveness of the PPP loan which we received last year.  It was   

approved by Bank of America and we are just waiting for confirmation from the government. 

 Finally, a touch of reality.  The COVID-19 crisis has caused food insufficiency the likes 

of which we have not experienced probably since the great depression.  We at Temple Beth 

Shalom have supported the food bank of Valley View.  Unfortunately, we have been informed 

that due to the huge demand for their services that they are out of food; their shelves are bare.  

Through our social action committee, we have recognized the need for an increase in our    

support and that it will be needed on a regular basis for some time.  A letter will go out shortly 

to the congregation explaining the program.  Please read it carefully when you get it, either by 

email or by US Mail, and respond as best you can. 

 Looking forward to celebrating Purim the end of February with special programing and 

events.  In the meantime, stay healthy, stay safe, so that we can all join together soon. 

  

Marvin L. Berris, President 
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FEBRUARY 2021 

 The calendar events here are all on Zoom due to the Corona Virus.  Links for attending these events 

will be emailed to you as they become available. 

 Please check our website and bulletin for further dates with current and/or added information on  

classes and functions. 

 I hope and pray you will all stay healthy and safe until we meet again. 

Roz Goldstein 

2 7:00 p.m. Membership Committee 
   Meeting 
3 11:00 a.m. Torah Study 
4  1:00 p.m. Recovering Tradition 
 6:00 p.m. Judaism 101 
5 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Service 
6 7:00 p.m. Havdallah Service 
7 9:00 a.m. Religious School 
10 11:00 a.m. Torah Study 
11 1:00 p.m. Recovering Tradition 
 6:00 p.m. Judaism 101 
12 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Service 
13  7:00 p.m. Havdallah Service 
14  NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
15  PRESIDENT’S DAY 
 12:00 p.m. Sisterhood Meeting/ 
   Program 
16  6:00 p.m. Panel Discussion on  
   Judaism and LGTBQ 
17 11:00 a.m. Torah Study 
 2:00 p.m. TBS Book Club 
18  10:00 a.m. Religious Practice  
   Committee Meeting 
 1:00 p.m. Recovering Tradition 
 6:00 p.m. Judaism 101 
19 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Service 
20 7:00 p.m. Havdallah Service 

21 9:00 a.m. Religious School 
 9:00 a.m. Executive Board Meeting 
 10:00 a.m. General Board Meeting 
23 7:00 p.m. Stained Glass Class with  
   Judy Neigoff 
24 11:00 a.m. Torah Study 
25 1:00 p.m. Recovering Tradition 
 6:00 p.m. Judaism 101 
26 PURIM – READING OF MEGILLAH 
 7:00 p.m. Shabbat Service 
27 7:00 p.m. Havdallah Service 
28 9:00 a.m. Religious School 
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

3  Dane Mindell 
  Sy Perlis 
  Jeff Tobey 
4  Evelyn Savitzky 
5  Sharon Young 
6  Sharyn Helbon 
8  Gail Kuhns 
10  Leslie Brookfield 
12  Warren Bentkover 
  Roselle Cramer 
15  Stephen Bold 
19  Steven Kleinman 

20  Rebekah Chesney 
23  Leonard Harris 
27  Arlette Kramer 
28  Joyce Gold 
  Baruch Koritan 
  Laura-Julieta Ponce 

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

18 Denny & Bonnie Cutler   54 years 

26 David & Sheila Lovinger   55 years 
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BIBLICAL GARDEN 

 

Darn Rabbits!! 

 Recently the Religious School students, under the leadership of 

Andre Ivory, planted herbs and other plants in the Biblical Garden.  

They personalized their planting with their name and other messages. 

 Unfortunately, rabbits like herbs (except rosemary) and nibbled 

on the new plants.  Some plants had to be replaced and mesh bags 

were placed over them.  We used a similar bag to protect the new rose 

bush in the Garden’s arbor. 

 

                                

 When the plants outgrow the mesh bags, we will look at            

alternative protection. 

 It is so great to see the students use the Biblical Garden as an 

outdoor learning space. 

 

Pam Katz 
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AMAZON SMILE PROGRAM 
 

Most of us shop at Amazon on-line often.  Temple Beth Shalom 

can easily be the beneficiary to the tune of 0.5% of each        

purchase at no cost to you by typing smile.amazon.com each 

time you want to visit the site.  Select “Temple Beth Shalom” as 

the recipient of the donation.  If you don’t find us 

by name, you can use our   EIN #, 23-7112839.  

Thanks! 

Make AmazonSmile Charity Lists 

You can donate items directly to Temple Beth Shalom by       
purchasing from your Charity Lists. To make a Charity List, sign 
in to http://org.amazon.com and click "Get Started" in the 
"Create your first Charity List" section. 

Engage during major shopping holidays 

Many of you do your holiday shopping at Amazon, so it's a great 
time to remind you to go to smile.amazon.com to generate      
donations for Temple Beth Shalom.  Take advantage of the     
next shopping holidays. 

Shop at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7112839 and Amazon 
Smile donates to Temple Beth Shalom!  

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3T96KNWCRXEAN&K=73CZUJ2KRE3C&M=urn:rtn:msg:20190816140334cee3241991b043679dbccbcb5f80p0na&R=1NAONP7KOBB6&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Forg.amazon.com%2Fsignout%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_425269640&H=C9JFSDNUOBTO06XX2JKA7UKQALKA&ref_=pe_73255
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3T96KNWCRXEAN&K=73CZUJ2KRE3C&M=urn:rtn:msg:20190816140334cee3241991b043679dbccbcb5f80p0na&R=2JQVFQ8DK04SZ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-7112839%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_425269640&H=A4M0TJB5EORANENCWCOH5AMFG48A&re
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7112839
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DO YOU NEED A RIDE 
Doctor Appointments, 

Grocery Shopping, 
Etc. 

 
Northwest Dial-A-Ride 

ADA Certified for individuals 65 years of 
age and older 

 
Phone:  602-266-8723 

NOTICE   TO  ALL  MEMBERS 
 
 

 Please be advised that we cannot use the Temple’s email for any     
personal business.  You may buy space in the Shofar, the weekly bulletin 
and/or our lobby monitor.  The only notifications the office will send via 
email will pertain to Temple business or Temple events. 
 
 We have fantastic opportunities for you for a fee.  For advertising in 
the Shofar or the bulletin, please contact the Temple Office. 
 
 For advertising on the lobby monitor, please contact Bob Koch at 
merlin66213@gmail.com. 
 
 We will allow two (2) ads per month on the lobby monitor. The cost 
for an ad is $100.00. 
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Yearly events include: 
 
  Several breakfasts on Sundays at the Temple; 
  Baseball outing in the spring at a spring training stadium; 
  Monthly Torah study lunches with our Rabbi; 
  Volunteering on Christmas Day; 
  Game night and BBQ outings at the Temple; 
  Free breakfast for paid up & new Brotherhood members in November; 
  Superbowl party; and 
  Sponsoring a Friday night Shabbat Service and more! 
 
We hope to see you there. 

Membership 

Brotherhood 

Of Temple Beth Shalom Mission 
Statement 

Open to all male 

members of  

Temple Beth Shalom 

Promote the ideals 

and traditions of 

our faith 

Open to fathers of religious 
school children 

Brotherhood membership 
is complimentary with 

your first year of Temple 
membership 

First year of Temple members 
and returning members 

 

Please complete a  
Brotherhood Membership 

Form 
 

Returning Brotherhood members 
have annual dues of $25 

We are a friendly, spirited 
organization that supports 

Temple Beth Shalom 

as needed. 

We are committed to the 
principle of inclusion of 

Tikkun Olam: 

 

Making the world  

a better place 

Provide a fellowship of 
common interest 

Organize male 
congregants to use 

their talents to advance 
Temple Beth Shalom 

Partner in fundraising 
and events; 

support Sisterhood; 
and are the Temple 

“movers and shakers” 
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Brotherhood    
Temple Beth Shalom 

Membership Sign-up: 
 

Name:  ___________________________________________________ 

Email: ____________________________________________________ 

Phone#/s:  Home: _____________________________:       Cell: _____________________________ 

Check your interest assisting in programs: 

 Guest Speakers _____  Welcome back Cookout ____ Spring Training Game ____ 

Key Committee ____ Any / All Functions ____ Once a Mo. Usher: ___ 

 

WE HOPE YOU ARE INTERESTED:  If you wish to join the TBS Brotherhood/continuing to be a 
member:  YOU must complete the above form for 2021-2022. 

First year TBS members: have a complimentary/no-charge membership (but must submit the 
above information). 

Returning TBS members: Please submit your form with a $25.00 payment to:  

Temple Beth Shalom 
12202 N. 101st Ave. 
Sun City, AZ  85351 

“ATTN:  TBS BROTHERHOOD”. 
(This is to ensure your information stays current.) 
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 TBS Brotherhood Memorial Plaque Dedication 
January 2, 2021 
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LIGHTS,  ACTION,  CAMERA! 

 
 We are fortunate to have Cantor Koritan and pianist 

Beverly Fletcher back in the sanctuary on Friday nights to complement 

the  service conducted by Ra bbi Kaplan.  To make livestreaming 

possible, we are looking for a few volunteers to turn on the system 

and        operate the camera.  It would only be once a month or less if 

we get more volunteers.  Everything that you need to know can be   

explained in 10 minutes and the various camera positions are all       

pre-set.  We just need your time! 

 Please contact Dave Katz if you can help out.  
  623-980-2196 or dave@katzaz.com   

TREE OF LIFE 

 We read from the Siddur, the Torah is “The Tree of Life” to 
them that hold fats to it. 

 Consistent with our belief, Temple Beth Shalom has established 
a commemorative “Tree of Life” in our entrance to the sanctuary 
for those who we wish to honor by adding their name to a leaf on 
the tree.  During this pandemic, we look forward to members    
making a contribution to the Temple and honoring their loved ones 
or commemorating an event by adding a leaf to the tree in their 
name. 

The cost as in past years remains at $300.00 

 If you have not made arrangements for such a commemoration 
you can do so by contacting the office (623-977-3240).  It is truly a 
way to make certain that those who are entitled to be honored are 
named. 

mailto:dave@katzaz.com
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 The Sisterhood meets the 3rd Monday of the month.  Right now we 
are meeting on Zoom at 12:00 p.m.  Bring your lunch and join us.  The link 
will be posted in the weekly bulletin.  If you don’t have access to the TBS 
weekly bulletin, please call the office for the phone number, link and   
password you can use. 
 

Judaica Boutique 
 
The Boutique is located in the main lobby.  We stock a lovely selection of 
cards, holiday items, candles, jewelry, mezuzahs, tallit, and other gift 
items.  
 
The Boutique is available: 

• During the week the office staff will be happy to open the shop for 
your purchases anytime between 9:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 

 
• Will open on Wednesday’s, by appointment only.  Please call Judy Fagen 

at (623) 210-1684. to set up your appointment. 
 

Special Oneg 

 Bereavement “Meal of Consolation:”  Families of a member can call 
Yolanda Schatz at (623) 566-6686 to make arrangements for a meal at 
the Temple. 

INFORMATION FROM YOUR  
TBS SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 

JUDY FAGEN 
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Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood presents 

The Community Women’s Seder  
by ZOOM at12 NOON 

MONDAY, March 15, 2021 

“Seder to Go” $18, pick up at TBS Sunday 3/14 from 1—4 pm 

Program begins MONDAY, Mar 15 12 noon 

For “to go” reservations call Temple Beth Shalom by March 8 

12202 101st Ave., Sun City AZ 85351 

Phone: (623) 977-3240 

Website: www.tbsaz.org 

We will celebrate our annual 

Women’s Community Seder on 

Monday, March 15, via Zoom 

Nan Rubin is facilitating, if you’d like 

a reading call her at 623-933-1412 

or email at nrubin57@yahoo.com 

If you would like to order a 

“Seder to Go,”, call the Temple by 

Monday March 8. It will include 

hard boiled egg, gefilte fish, 

parsley, charoses, horseradish, 

orange, chicken salad, Israeli 

salad, potato kugel, matzoh, and 

dessert — for $18 (chai). 

Zoom information will be sent to 

you via email after you sign up 

for the Seder program (no 

charge). Call Yolanda Schatz 623-

566-6686 or email the Sisterhood 

at tbssisterhoodconnection 

@gmail.com for the program 

registration. 

mailto:tbssisterhoodconnection@gmail.com
mailto:tbssisterhoodconnection@gmail.com
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.SISTERHOOD  NEWS 

Sisterhood Meeting February 15:  (note topic change) Diane Shapiro will present a workshop 

BE IRRESISTABLE IN A 'ONE OF A KIND' FASCINATOR DESIGNED BY YOU. This will 

be a lot of fun, and because Purim is so near--February 26, it can be a good project to make a    

costume for ourselves or our grandchildren. 

If you do want to work along with Diane you will need the following "tools” 
Headband medium width, also padded is good 
Hot glue gun with glue sticks 
Choose color, neutral or bright, what is your favorite color to wear 
Ribbon, bows, feathers, discarded jewelry, stones etc. 
Diane purchases most of the above at Michael's or other hobby type shops. She finds very nice 

bows in the dance supply area, also tulle.  So join her Monday, February 15 and be creative! 
 
To join the Zoom Meeting in February: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89816375607?pwd=b3BodzlJRjhJQVpja01XTDVzTTJpUT09 
Meeting ID: 898 1637 5607 Passcode: sisterhood 

If you are phoning in without a computer or smartphone: 
Call 408 638 0968 and use the Meeting ID: 898 1637 5607 Passcode: 1406443541 

March 15  Community Women's Seder. See the flyer in this issue. (Passover begins March 27.) 

We are still in the process of preparing an eBook of recipes.  Even if you no longer cook as often 
as you used to, please send us a recipe that is/was a favorite.  Send your recipes to 
shariaz03@gmail.com  

Here are the links for the Web pages we talked about in December.  New Years’ and other Food  
Superstitions:  

Symbolic Foods for the Jewish New Year  https://www.thespruceeats.com/rosh-hashana-simanim-symbolic-
foods-2122243 

New Year’s Day Lucky Foods: Southern … and Jewish?  https://www.myjewishlearning.com/2015/01/06/
new-years-day-lucky-foods-southern-and-jewish/  

The True Story of Traditional New Year’s Luck Foods  https://www.seriouseats.com/2014/12/print/good-
luck-food-new-year-pork-sauerkraut-lentil-herring-collards-hoppin-john.html 

Seven Foods to Bring Good Luck in the New Year https://www.burkewilliams.com/blog/2015/01/07/seven-
foods-bring-good-luck-new-year 

8 Lucky Foods to Ring in the Chinese New Year https://www.seriouseats.com/2017/01/print/lunar-chinese-
new-year-lucky-foods.html 

Seven Lucky Foods to Eat During Chinese New Years https://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/
chinese-food/chinese-new-year-food.htm 

Here are the links for the Web pages we talked about in January (Tu B’Shevat and the Seven Species of Israel):  

Tu Bishvat 101:  The "birthday of the trees" is a time for seders, tree-planting and more.  

 https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/tu-bishvat-ideas-beliefs/ 

 

Eating Fruit on Tu Bishvat:   https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/eating-fruit-on-tu-bishvat/ 

The Seven Species:  https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-seven-species/ 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89816375607?pwd=b3BodzlJRjhJQVpja01XTDVzTTJpUT09
https://www.thespruceeats.com/rosh-hashana-simanim-symbolic-foods-2122243
https://www.thespruceeats.com/rosh-hashana-simanim-symbolic-foods-2122243
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/2015/01/06/new-years-day-lucky-foods-southern-and-jewish/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/2015/01/06/new-years-day-lucky-foods-southern-and-jewish/
https://www.seriouseats.com/2014/12/print/good-luck-food-new-year-pork-sauerkraut-lentil-herring-collards-hoppin-john.html
https://www.seriouseats.com/2014/12/print/good-luck-food-new-year-pork-sauerkraut-lentil-herring-collards-hoppin-john.html
https://www.burkewilliams.com/blog/2015/01/07/seven-foods-bring-good-luck-new-year
https://www.burkewilliams.com/blog/2015/01/07/seven-foods-bring-good-luck-new-year
https://www.seriouseats.com/2017/01/print/lunar-chinese-new-year-lucky-foods.html
https://www.seriouseats.com/2017/01/print/lunar-chinese-new-year-lucky-foods.html
https://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/chinese-food/chinese-new-year-food.htm
https://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/chinese-food/chinese-new-year-food.htm
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/tu-bishvat-ideas-beliefs/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/eating-fruit-on-tu-bishvat/
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/the-seven-species/
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Larry & Edith Mattal Memorial Library 

A MESSAGE FROM RAE BOLNICK 

 On January 18, 2021, Martin Luther King morning at 8:30 a.m., Rae 
Bolnick ZOOMed into a meeting in Atlanta, Georgia, arranged by her 81 year 
old first niece.  Her niece, she mentions, is very active in the largest synagogue 
in Atlanta and grew to know Ms. Sabeeha Rehman, author of "THREADING 
MY PRAYER RUG".  This book is an autobiography of a Pakistani Muslim 
moving to America and ending up in a house among Jews and how her     
neighbors helped in her assimilation into America. 

 At 10:00 a.m. Rae Zoomed into the Sisterhood meeting and listened to    
Andre Ivory's talk of the friendship between Martin Luther King and Rabbi 
Abraham Heschl.  Rae states that it was the same message as "Threading My 
Prayer Rug", which is well written and very personal.  She highly recommend 
this book in conjunction with Tikkun Olum in our task of “spreading             
understanding and sharing with people, not just our limited groups and         
cultures.” 

 

TBS BOOK CLUB 
 

 The book club is going to be discussing, A Bend in the Stars by Rachel 
Barenbaum on February 17, via Zoom .  It is the story of a Jewish family in 

1914 Russia.  The story has romance, crime, conflict, and even physics. 

 In the meantime, due to the Covid19 pandemic, when so many of you are still 
housebound, think about picking up a good book to read, relax, and enjoy.  More            
importantly:   PLEASE  STAY  SAFE! 

Roz Goldstein 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/RTd/gdz/RTdgdzRqc.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/purim-clip-art-free&h=400&w=400&tbnid=4uwc9zhlrxBobM:&docid=xjLYhGA5P2pA5M&ei=ogvWVpKmEI30jwO_m62QDA&tbm=isch&ved=0ahUKEw
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GRIEF GROUP 

 

With the Covid19 virus spiraling upwards in Arizona, the 

Grief Group has decided to withdraw our meetings until this 

crisis slows down.  Please know that this Group is extremely 

important to TBS, but safety comes first.  Due to the privacy 

of our meetings, Zoom meetings will not work for this Group.  

Until we meet again… 

 

Dr. Joyce Gold (623-546-6376) 

 

TREE OF LIFE 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Our Tree of Life, on the Lobby wall next to the of-
fice, commemorates simchas and life cycle events, 
such as special birthdays, anniversaries, or Bar & Bat 
Mitzvahs with an engraved leaf.  Each leaf is a 
$300.00 donation to the synagogue.  This is a lovely 
way to commemorate a special milestone for your 
family, and support Temple Beth Shalom.  Please call 
Nan Rubin at 623-933-1412, or the Temple office at 
623-977-3240, to order one.  
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 

12202 N 101st Ave    Sun City, AZ 85396 

BRICK PATHWAY PURCHASE A BRICK FORM 

 

Thank you for your participation in this important project. Please complete this form and return it 

to the Temple office along with your check or charge information. If you have questions, please 

feel free to contact Dave Katz at 623-980-2196 or dave@katzaz.com  

I/We are purchasing __________ (number of bricks). The cost of each brick is $100. 

Total amount enclosed $___________ 

Provide up to three lines, maximum of 22 characters per line including spaces. Please print. 

    Inscription #1 

 
InsInscription #2cription #2

 

InInscription #3scription #3 

 
 

Dated:  ___________________ SIGNATURE:  ______________________________________ 

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS:   _______________________              PRINT NAME:  ____________________________________ 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

mailto:dave@katzaz.com
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE CARING COMMITTEE AND 
CARING FOR CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE 

 

OUR CREED:   Temple Beth Shalom is responsive to the needs of its members spiritually and       

personally through our Caring Committee and Caring for Caregivers Committee.  These two TBS         

Committees reach out to our members who are ill and in need of a gentle caring phone call or visit. 

 The people that are contacted are listed in our Friday Night Bulletin Mishebarach List. 

 
 

THE POWER OF PRAYER TO HEAL:  It has been proven that prayers have  marvelous 
healing powers. 

 
 

HOW DO I OR MY LOVED ONE GET ON THE LIST:  The guidelines for being 
listed on the MiShebeirach List are as follows: 
 
 1. Person(s) must be a member of TBS in good standing. 
 
 2 The person(s) must be a spouse, immediate family member or close relative. 
 
 Friends or neighbors needing our prayers are prayed for when the Rabbi asks you to raise your hand 
and announce their names at the services. 

 
 

YOUR CARING COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE:   Rabbi Dana Kaplan, Rabbi    
Arthur Abrams, Sunny Altman, Jane Berris, Evelyn Dragiff, Dr. Joyce Gold, Phyllis Jacobs, Arlette Kramer, 
and Mary Gill Savoren. 

 

IN THE EVENT OF A DEATH WE GIVE SUPPORT  
THROUGH THE CHEVRA KADISHA 

 
 Dr. Joyce Gold heads up this committee.  Chevra Kadisha offers support in assisting with making pre 
and post death arrangements.  They offer assistance with Jewish tradition, work with the various funeral 
homes and cemeteries in concert with Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan. 
 
 
 The Caring Committee continues to work even during the Covid 19 pandemic calling their assigned    
Mishebarach List contacts. 
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 Donations for Temple Funds 

Please use this form so that your donation can be properly allocated. 

Make check payable to Temple Beth Shalom and mail to:  
Temple Beth Shalom, 12202 N. 101st Ave., Sun City, AZ 85351 

 
Date:  ___________________    Amount:  $      

In Honor of _____________________________  In Memory of       

In Appreciation of ________________________  Speedy Recovery      

Thank you ______________________________  Happy Birthday       

Happy Anniversary _______________________  Congratulations      

Mazel Tov ______________________________  Thinking of you       

Designated to: 

[  ] General Fund [  ] Mattal Library  [  ] Endowment    [  ] Prayer Books 
[  ] Education  [  ] Biblical Garden   [  ] Choir    [  ] Security  
[  ] Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund   [  ] Jeanna Michaels Memorial    [  ] Social Action Fund 
 
 
Send card to:   _____________________________  Address   __________________________________    

 

Donated by  _______________________________  Address  __________________________________    

Make checks payable to Temple Beth Shalom. Our address is 12202 N 101st Ave, Sun City, AZ 85351. MasterCard and 

Visa are accepted in the office for donations of $25 or greater. 

Donations for Temple Funds 

Please use this form so that your donation can be properly allocated. 

Make check payable to Temple Beth Shalom and mail to:  
Temple Beth Shalom, 12202 N. 101st Ave., Sun City, AZ 85351 

 
Date:  ___________________    Amount:  $      

In Honor of _____________________________  In Memory of       

In Appreciation of ________________________  Speedy Recovery      

Thank you ______________________________  Happy Birthday       

Happy Anniversary _______________________  Congratulations      

Mazel Tov ______________________________  Thinking of you       

Designated to: 

[  ] General Fund  [  ] Mattal Library  [  ] Endowment   [  ] Prayer Books 
[  ] Education   [  ] Biblical Garden   [  ] Choir   [  ] Security  
[  ] Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund   [  ] Jeanna Michaels Memorial    [  ] Social Action Fund 
  
 
Send card to:   _____________________________  Address   __________________________________    

 

Donated by  _______________________________  Address  __________________________________    

Make checks payable to Temple Beth Shalom. Our address is 12202 N 101st Ave, Sun City, AZ 85351. MasterCard and Visa 

are accepted in the office for donations of $25 or greater. 
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TBS IS GRATEFUL TO ALL OF THESE GENEROUS 
PEOPLE FOR THEIR END OF THE YEAR 

SUPPORT DONATIONS 

Marc & Lauren Abramowitz 
Rabbi Arthur & Claire Abrams 
Fran Ackerman 
Arnold & Andrea Alpert 
Stephanie Anthony 
Lori Baker 
Bonita Bay 
Warren & Fern Bentkover 
Marvin & Jane Berris 
Theresa Black 
Jeffrey & Susan Blum 
Rebecca “Rae” Bolnick 
Miriam Burdette 
Jill Clements 
John & Cristi Cohn 
Dennis & Bonnie Cutler 
Stephen Dornbusch 
Evelyn Dragiff 
Rhoda Edwards 
Joani Frankel 
Lou & Sharon Gadless 
Martin & Valerie Gitter 
David & Michelle Gluck 
Dr. Joyce Gold 
William & Janet Goldfarb 
Jeffrey Goldstein 
Vicki Goldstein 
Melissa Gomez 
Harvey Gordon 
Kay Grossman 
Robert & Alice Gurne 
Leonard & Roberta Harris 
 

Sharyn Helbon 
Fay Henning-Bryant 
Phyllis Jacobs 
Max Kelly 
Barry & Elizabeth Keyles 
Reva Litt 
James May 
Therese Michael 
Suzanne Myers 
Joan Nappen 
Marcia Pace 
Sy & Joan Perlis 
Laura-Julieta Ponce 
Sue Rankin 
Russell Robbins 
Nan Rubin 
Theresa Schneider 
Joan Sheffield 
Steve Siegel & Robert Koch 
Steven & Gloria Sitzman 
Irwin & Sandra Snitz 
Dr. Janice Sodos 
Babette Spatz 
Burt & Lorraine Stolove 
Richard Switzky & Virginia 
Trombley 
Carol Teplin 
Jack Tobey & Danielle Reed 
Geraldine Travis 
Norman & Ellen Winderlich 
Shari Young 
Michael & Julie Zager 
Glen & Bobbie Zelkind 
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Temple Beth Shalom Gratefully Acknowledges The Following Donations 

You may donate to the Temple in many ways.  The designated Temple Funds are listed below with a 

brief description of each. When making your donation, please designate your fund of choice. 

  Honor the memory of a beloved family member or friend with a memorial plaque 
mounted in the Sanctuary.  You may also celebrate a simcha with a leaf on our Tree of Life 
displayed in the lobby. 
 

 For details or further information, contact Nan Rubin at 623-933-1412. 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
In Loving Memory Of: 
Frances Augenfeld 
Rose Stolove 
Max Stolove 
Lorraine & Burt Stolove 
Joseph Miller 
Leon Miller 

 
In Appreciation Of: 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Reva Litt 
 
 
Happy Birthday 
 

 
Operating Fund 

In Loving Memory Of: 
Thomas Mulvaney 
Mary Gill Savoren 
Ruth Rosenkranz 
Edith Spring 
Rose Rosenberg 
Reva Litt 
Morris Kram 
Charles Kram 
William Kram 
Rose Wilens 
Randy & Jean Rosen 
Pauline Friedman 
Shelly Hammerslag 
Louis Kalish 
Lawrence Kalish 
Ken Paul 
Nan Rubin 
 
 
Speedy Recovery: 

  
In Appreciation Of: 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Rabbi Arthur &  
       Claire Abrams 
Bea Eisenberg 
Joan Rothfeld   
 
 
 
 

Operating Fund (contd) 
 
Mazel Tov on New Home: 
Marvin & Jane Berris 
Jerry & Joni Rosen 
Roz Goldstein 
 
 
Happy Birthday: 
Phyllis Jacobs 
Roz Goldstein 

 
 
Biblical Garden 

In Loving Memory Of: 
Nathan & Bella Kimmel 
Jerry & Alice Kimmel 
Frances Marten 
Stanley Marten 
Larry & Judy Feinstein 
Jerry Raymond 
Joyce Gold 
 
 

Choir Fund 
In Loving Memory Of: 
Leon Teplin 
Carol Teplin 
 

 
Social Action Fund 

In Loving Memory Of:  
 
 

Mattal Memorial Library Fund 
In Loving Memory Of: 
Leon Reicher 
Maggie Williamson 
Morton Scheier 
Judith Adams 

 
 

Education & School Scholarship 
In Loving Memory Of: 
Dannette Curns 
Arnold & Carmen Berkowitz 
Marvin & Jane Berris 
Miriam Hirschl 
Phyllis Jacobs 
Harriet Lifshutz 
Reva Litt 
Nancy Urbach 
TBS Sisterhood 
Bonnie Gomez 
 
Mazel Tov—Bat Mitzvah: 
Elison & Stojanovski  
Families 
Nan Rubin 

 
Endowment Fund 

In Loving Memory Of: 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer Book Fund 

In Loving Memory Of:  
 
 
 

Security Fund 
In Loving Memory Of: 
 
 
 

 

tel:623-933-1412
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Drivers needed for congregants 
who no longer can drive themselves. 

It will be a Mitzvah 

HELP WANTED 

Volunteers needed to work in the office 3 hours once a week.  If you can answer phones, 

photocopy information, file, type, or staple – WE NEED YOU!!!  Nice office with 

friendly people – Good time guaranteed!  Come and join us – Please call and we will get 

you going.  

Also needed:    *  Additional people to be on the Emergency Call List to respond to 

       the occasional off hours alarms 
 
  *        Audio/visual people to run the camera for services.  No experience  
        needed 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

 As most of you know, the success of Temple Beth Shalom has always been 

dependent on the efforts of our dedicated volunteers.  Within the next twelve months 

there will be openings on the board for nearly all positions.  Please don’t wait to be 

asked!  Schedules can be flexible and you will have the satisfaction of contributing to the 

greater good . . . Tikun Olum. 

 

 Temple Beth Shalom invites you to participate in the life of our congregation by 
being a volunteer.  Every successful congregation has special people who give of their 
time and talent.  While we are grateful for financial contributions, we are equally grateful 
for the dedicated volunteers who offer their valuable time and energy.  To volunteer, to 
be active, is the way to meet people and be part of our Jewish family community. 
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OUR FANTASTIC ADVERTISERS 

 

ACCOUNTING   David J. Dobrusin, CPA, PLLC      623-977-1773 

    Richard Steinman, CPA          623-546-4894 

 

ALIGNMENT COACHING  Rabbi Shelly & Barbara Moss     480-938-9901 

 

DENTIST    Sun City Dental Center      623-933-0078 

 

Dry Cleaners   Plaza Cleaners II       623-584-5748 

 

FAMILY BEHAVIORAL SERVICES Jewish Family &  Children’s services    602-452-4660 

 

FINANCIAL ADVISOR  Adam Bishop—Climb Wealth Management Group   480-668-3016 

 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE  Mike Alvarado         CELL:  623-326-2428 

 

HOME CARE   AZ Adult Care Providers, LLC     602-386-9859 

    Judith M. Magy & Assoc., LLC     612-840-5797 

 

MECHANICAL / PLUMBING Sun City Mechanical      623-214-2366 

 

MORTUARIES   Sinai Mortuary       602-248-0030 

    Sunland Memorial Park      623-933-0161 

PALLIATIVE CARE / 

    TERMINAL ILLNESS  Hospice of the Valley      602-530-6900 

 

PODIATRY   Fixing Feet-  -  Drs. Peyman & Viedra Elison    623-584-5556 

    Joseph B. Dobrusin, D.P.M.— Banner Health    623-583-5270 

 

PRINTING   Moore Graphics       623-972-8161 

 

REAL ESTATE   Joani Frankel—Realty One Group       CELL  602-919-1256 

 

SENIOR LIVING    Freedom Plaza       623-815-4013 

    Holiday Retirement      407-986-5435 

    Park Wood Assisted Living      623-566-8026 

    Royal Oaks       623-815-4132 

 

TRAVEL    Cruises, Inc.—Ellyn Ventura Consultant    602-595-9303 

 

VISION SPECIALISTS  Eyes West Optical      623-583-037 
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Eyes West Optical 
Eyeglasses—Contact Lenses 

Scott Fineman, 

Licensed Optician 

12801 West Bell Road 

Surprise, AZ  85378 

623-583-0377 

 

 

 

ON PREMISE EYE EXAMS 

BY AN INDEPENDENT  
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Work Guaranteed· Free Estimates  
 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE 
Paint Exterior/Interior· Plumbing Repairs,  
Drywall Repairs, Electrical Troubleshooting 
Sewer/Drain Clean Ups, Doors, Fans  

Roofing. Faucets, Coolers, Water Heaters  

Fix-ups 

  MIKE ALVARADO   
  

  Cell: (623) 326-2428   
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SENIOR HOME HEALTH CARE 

HOME MAKING SERVICES 

JUDITH M. MAGY AND 
    ASSOCIATES, LLC 
 612-840-5797 
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Temple Beth Shalom  of the West Valley 

12202 N. 101st Avenue 
Sun City, Arizona 85351 

(623) 977-3240  
templebethshalomaz@gmail.com 

www.tbsaz.org 
Affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism 

Shabbat Services Friday Evening 7:00 pm 

Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 

[Tues. through Thur. June - August] 

SHOFAR DEADLINE REMINDER 

The deadline for item submission to the Shofar 
is the  15th of the month.  No articles will be 
included after the deadline. 
 

Thanks for your cooperation  

Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan, Ph.D. 
Rabbi Shelly W. Moss, D.D., Ph.D., Rabbi Emeritus 
Rabbi Arthur J. Abrams, L.D.,D.D. Rabbi Emeritus 

Baruch L. Koritan, Cantor 
Andre Ivory, Director of Youth Education & Programming 

Beverly Fletcher, Pianist and Choir Director 
* * * * * * * * *  

Board of Directors 
Executive Committee 

 
 President: 
 Marvin L. Berris, Esq. 
 Parliamentarian: 

 Russ Robbins 
 First Vice President: 

 Fay Henning-Bryant 
 Vice Presidents: 
 Dennis Cutler 
 Joanne Gorelick 
 Nan Rubin 
 Recording Secretary: 
 Dave Katz 
 Treasurer: 
 Seth Ugelow 
 Financial Secretary:  
 Janice Sodos, PhD 

Trustees 
 

Carmen Berkowitz 
Bea Eisenberg 
Dr. Viedra Elison 
Sara Jane Feldman 
Dr. Joyce Gold 
Harvey Gordon 
Sharyn Helbon 

Judy Fagen  Sisterhood President 
Glen Zelkind Brotherhood President 
Tammy Stojanovski Parenthood President 
Rosalind Goldstein  Office Administrator 
Helene Fox Bookkeeper 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

To fulfill and nurture the spiritual, social 

and educational needs of our diverse 

Jewish Community. 

****SHOFAR**** 

Rosalind Goldstein — Editor 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY 

Immediate Past President 
Tammy Stojanovski 

http://www.templebethshalomaz.org

