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A MESSAGE FROM RABBI KAPLAN 

 
Please check out Rabbi Kaplan’s Blog  

For Photos, Interesting Notes and more at: 

 

https://www.danakaplan.com 

The Meaning of Temple Membership at TBS : Building Personal Relationships in the Context of a Covenental Community. 

I want to wish everyone a Happy New Year.  2021 was a difficult year and we hope and pray that in 2022 we'll see a 
dramatic amelioration of the virus and a return more or less to what we used to call normal life. We all believe in  
different conceptions of God but one of the things that we share is that we believe that God is good and that God 
wants us to have health and protection from plague. As the Prophet Jeremiah says, “For I know the plans I have for 
you,” declares Adonai, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will 
call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.”  (Jeremiah 29:11-12) 
 
This month I want to talk to you about a central part of the essential purpose of our temple. It is a religious institution 
and hence larger than the sum of its parts.  
 
The core experience at Temple Beth Shalom is that of personal relationships. If you look at Torah Study on 
Wednesdays, Shabbat services last year on Friday nights when we were on Zoom, or any of the many times and 
places that we gather, either literally or digitally, you will see that almost everyone attending not only knows most of 
the other people but are close friends with many of them. We are not a congregation where individuals come primarily 
for the product and are content to interact with just the rabbi, cantor, and educator. Those relationships are important 
to them, but the relationships they have with their friends in the congregation are even more important. 
 
But, it is not just friendship that is important. We are choosing to build friendships in a Judaic context. For most of 
us, ‘Judaic context’ means Friday night services. Those services are a celebration of Shabbat, which is a symbol of 
the covenant between the Jewish people and God. Shabbat is the central practice of Judaism, a day of rest and  
reflection and a time devoted to holiness. Holiness is the idea of doing the right thing and being true to one’s nature, 
contemplating the deeper meaning of life and working at formulating ideas of how to live with ever-greater respect 
and engagement. We study the Book of Exodus because it explains how God makes a covenant with the Children of 
Israel – us – through Moses. 
 
One of the discussions that we engage in in our various adult educational programs, including Torah study on 
Wednesdays, is what this concept of Covenant means for us today. We're not intending to find a final answer to that 
question  but the debate over what constitutes a covenantal relationship today is basically the most important ques-
tion facing each and every American Jew.  What I hope that every member of our Temple will do is to make efforts to 
try to answer that question for themselves. In traditional Judaism, the Covenant was reflected in three Central areas: 
prayer, study, and good works. Each of these three areas involves personal sustained relationships with other  
people.  
 
I think it’s fair to say that the most basic expectation of membership is that members will make efforts to attend Friday 
night services (at least periodically) as an expression of their commitment to recognizing Shabbat as a core element 
of the Jewish religion. As a result of their attendance at worship services, they will become friends with and develop 
relationships with many of their fellow Temple Beth Shalom members. This, then, forms the core of what we could 
call community.  
 

The basic definition of ‘community’ is a group of people who share something in common, feel a common sense of 

belonging, or have a particular type of interpersonal connection. Perhaps a better definition would be a group that has 

a common feeling of fellowship with each other as a result of sharing certain attitudes and goals with each other.  

Moving further, you could say a community is a group of people who care about each other because they feel that 

they belong together. 
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On a basic level, we feel we belong together because we are interested in Judaism in some manner and live in the 
West Valley – anywhere west of Central Avenue. That is a huge geographical area. When the congregation started 
over 50 years ago, the geographic element was much stronger. That is, most members of Temple Beth Shalom 52 
years ago felt a strong bond because they were Jews who lived in Sun City or nearby. Today, we are much more 
spread out geographically and this immediately presents a challenge to our sense of community. For us to feel as 
strongly about Temple Beth Shalom as our predecessors did, we are going to probably have to feel stronger about 
what we are doing and why to compensate for the fact that we feel less of a bond from a neighborhood perspective. 
 
One of the things that certainly does bind us together is a common sense of destiny. This is reflected in the fear of 
anti-Semitism. When our outdoor Menorah and Holocast memorial were willfully damaged in December 2016, it 
united the broader community in support for our temple. Jews who may not have had any obvious interest in Judaism 
felt a need to unify in the face of what appeared to be an attack against the synagogue, the symbol of Judaism, and a 
deliberate damage to a Holocaust memorial, which suggested that the perpetrators had sympathy for those that had 
engaged in mass murder of Jews. Anti-Semitism makes us feel closer to one another because we sense that there 
are hostile forces that are trying to harm us because of our common religion. It is ironic that anti-Semitism can lead to 
a stronger sense of commitment to Judaism. My hope as a rabbi is that we will not need anti-Semitism to build our 
commitments to Judaism but rather can utilize the tools at our disposal through our Temple.  
 

As we begin the new secular year, I wanted to try to put down on paper the central religious justification for belonging 

to a temple and participating in organized Jewish religious practice.  We have to make an effort to avoid being dis-

tracted by trivialities and remember what is religiously important. The first step in that process is to become involved 

in the discourse over the question: What does the Covenant made between God and the children of Israel thousands 

of years ago have to do with me and how would I demonstrate my connection to that Covenant in my daily life? Once 

we begin to speak answers to that question we will find that we are on the path to deeper and more meaningful rela-

tionships with our friends and family and a solid beginning to both our personal spirituality and Jewish religiosity. 

                         CONTINUED MESSAGE FROM RABBI KAPLAN 
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NOTES FROM OUR CANTOR 

     Here’s something to sing about: Just when it seemed to many younger Jewish people, especially here in the 

U.S., that Tu BiShvat was becoming a ‘leftover’ holiday, a remnant of an ancient and pre-nuclear age culture, 

its importance has been resurfacing. Today, this “New Years of the Trees” will really be in, or else, we’re  

gonna be out!  In the diaspora, starting especially in North America in the 1980s, Tu BiShvat became treated as 

the Jewish "Earth Day" – with contemporary communities emphasizing all kinds of recognition and activism 

related to the environment and the natural world. In contemporary Israel, the day is celebrated as an ecological 

awareness day and trees are planted in celebration.  It falls at the close of the rainy season there.  Once the 

ground has become saturated with water, the fruits can begin to bloom and will ripen in time to be counted on 

for the next year’s tithes. 

     Many of the songs feature direct quotations from the Bible:  Eretz zavat chalav ud’vash (a land flowing 

with milk and honey), Deuteronomy 26: 9 and also, Has’kedia porachat (the almond tree is blooming).  Trees 

are so memorable, providing us a strong sense of identity and home. Balik’s poem, Unter di grininke beymel-

ech (under the green trees) evokes a vivid picture of children playing in their shtetl (little town), and numerous 

other Songs utilize the image of trees as the center of Jewish life.  Trees often represent the homeland we’d 

yearned for: 

Arvolico (little tree), or the landscape of which we are not familiar: Di beryozkele (the birch tree).  Most songs 

deal with trees and their fruit as metaphors, such as, Di verbe (willow tree) love; Arvolicas d’almedra (almond 

tree)  happiness: Alaya shijara (the pistacchio tree) endurance. The list goes on and on, as our connection to 

trees is endless.  

     When I was a young composer seeking inspiration, I once spent a breezy spring afternoon absorbing the 

ambience of an arboretum in my own native Pennsylvania (Penn’s Woods).  I reveled in the variety of trees 

and watched them bend in synchronized and blissful elegance. Naturally, a theme and a song came to me.  It 

has been concertized many times and remains a favorite to this day as I can still see the varietal tree, branches 

bowing to one another, as if davening (praying) to their Source. 

     The piyyut (liturgical poem/song) , Az yeranen (then the trees of the forest will sing), was composed by the Ben Ish Chai 

(Rabbi Yosef Chaim, 1832-1909), Iraqi  kabbalist and spiritual leader.  Here is the first stanza: 

  

                                   “Then the trees of the forests will sing before God, the mightiest of the mighty, 

                     Arousing melodies and songs.  I will sing a new song!”  

                        On this January 17th (the 15th of Shevat), please do the right thing:  Plant a tree, or just hug a tree!  

 

                                                                                                                                 Baruch Koritan  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israel
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MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT 

Fay Henning-Bryant 

 
Congratulation to Helene Fox, our New Synagogue Administrator 

 
After Roz Goldstein notified the Board of Directors of her decision to retire from her position as 
Office Administrator at Temple Beth Shalom, the Executive Board took a look at Helene Fox’s 
employment background and learned that her professional skills were much more extensive 
than just bookkeeping.  Helene started her career as a full charge bookkeeper for a small furni-
ture company in Brooklyn, NY. After that, for 20 years she managed two federally funded  
housing projects in the Mid-Hudson Valley of New York, where she was responsible for the  
office staff, maintenance staff, rentals, budget and collection of all rent.   After moving to  
Arizona and before coming to Temple Beth Shalom, she worked in middle management at the 
Pulte Homes Call Center in Surprise, AZ, and she was a licensed Real Estate Agent.   
 
On the personal side, Helene was married to the love of her life, Adrian Fox, who passed away 
in 2015.  In her words, Helene has “two terrific children” and two wonderful stepchildren.  She 
was first hired at TBS on March 5, 2015, and she says she has established many friendships 
here. 
 
Based on our knowledge of Helene’s work, her diverse professional work experience, the skill 

that she demonstrated in transitioning us from our old accounting system to QuickBooks two 

years ago, and her knowledge of our membership, the Executive Board thought Helene would 

be the ideal person for a new position we envisioned. If she was interested in working full time 

rather than part time and assuming additional responsibilities, our congregation would be well 

served if we combined all of Helene’s current bookkeeping and administrative responsibilities 

with the office administration duties that Roz was responsible for, and create a new position of 

Synagogue Administrator.  All the current office volunteers, along with new/additional  

Volunteers, will report to her. These volunteers have already assumed several of the clerical 

tasks previously done by the Administrator. 

 
The Executive Board asked me to discuss this proposal with Helene, and after a couple of posi-

tive discussions, Helene accepted the new position.  Effective December 1, 2021, Helene Fox 

was promoted to the position of Synagogue Administrator at Temple Beth Shalom.  We thank 

Helene for the exceptional work she has provided us as bookkeeper and look forward to all she 

has to offer us in her new position.  Mazal Tov, Helene! 
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JANUARY 2022 

1     NEW YEARS DAY 
4   10:00 a.m.   Staff Meeting 
   1:30  p.m.   Grief Group  
             7:00 p.m.   Membership Meeting 
5   11:00 a.m.   Torah Study 
    1:30 p.m.   Torah Study Group Lunch 
             4:00 p.m.     Budget Committee Meeting 
6  12:30 p.m.   Fundraising Meeting 
    3:00 p.m.   Executive Board Meeting   
    6:00 p.m.   Judaism 101 Class 
7     7:00 p.m.   Shabbat Evening Service 
8     4:00 p.m.   Madison Murphy Bat Mitzvah 
9     9:00 a.m.   Religious School 
11   10:00 a.m.   Hadassah Kitchen Prep.  
   10:00 a.m.    Staff Meeting 
     1:30 p.m.   Grief Group 
12     11:00 a.m.   Torah Study 
13       6:00 p.m.   Judaism 101 Class 
14       7:00 p.m.   Shabbat Evening Service 
16      NO RELIGIOUS SCHOOL  
      10:00 a.m.  Hadassah Challah Bake Prep. 
      10:00 a.m.  General Board Meeting 
                 2:00 p.m.  Hadassah Challah Bake 
17      10:00 a.m.  Sisterhood Board Meeting 
        1:00 p.m.  Sisterhood Program 
18      10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
       1:30 p.m.   Grief Group 
19       11:00 a.m.  Torah Study 
         2:00 p.m. TBS Book Club 
20        6:00 p.m.  Judaism 101 Class 
21        7:00 p.m.  Shabbat Evening Service 
23        9:00 a.m.  Religious School 
        4:00 p.m.  Care A Van Info Session 
25       10:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting 
         1:30 p.m.  Grief Group 
26       11:00 a.m.  Torah Study 
27          6:00 p.m.  Judaism 101 Class 
28          7:00 p.m.  Shabbat Evening Service 
30         9:00 a.m.  Religious School    
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

4  Barbara Chalfen 
5  Miriam Hirschl 
6  Myrna C. Shanis 
7  Valerie Gitter 
  Marsha Gratz 
  Steven Katz 
11  Denny Cutler 
  Phyllis Jacobs 
12  Meghan Davies 
14  John Cohn 
  Bernice Rabinowitz 
16  Sonia Altman 
19  Myron Weinbach 
22  Brenda Bochner 
  Karee Polikoff 
23 Joan Nappen 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

 
Larry & Joanne Gorelick   18 years 
 
 

22  Brenda Bochner 
 Karee Polikoff 
23  Joan Nappen 
29  Minia Kalish 

30  William Kram 
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 UPDATE 

 
Social Hall Flooding on December 24, 2021 

 
Many of our members are aware that due to the heavy and extensive rain in Sun City on Friday,  

December 24, we again experienced flooding in the Social Hall.  A clogged drain on the roof, which 

was cleaned and blown out in September, was the cause: the rain accumulated on the roof and 

came into the social hall through ductwork.  There is no problem with the roof. 

 
We are happy to report that the water was removed quickly, industrial fans and dehumidifiers were 

rented and put into operation on Sunday before any mold could grow.  Everything is now dry, and 

there are no lingering odors. All our members and guests should feel safe entering our building. 

 
For all this we owe a very special thank you to five men in the congregation.  Steve Bold discovered 

the problem Friday afternoon, and with the help of Jon Werbel, they took action to control the 

spread of the water and began removal.  Saturday morning, Steve, Jon, Glen Zelkind, Michael 

Zager and Rabbi Kaplan spent hours using additional equipment to get all the water up. Sunday 

Steve rented the dehumidifiers and fans and put them to work.  In addition, Steve and Jon spent 

their day Sunday getting the drain blown open. We also ran the air conditioning constantly to aid in 

drying. By Monday, everything was dry. 

 
The primary cause of the drain being clogged was the continuing presence of many pigeons, and 
the unpleasant remnants they leave behind, on our roof. That is a problem that will have to be  
addressed. The quick work of our members and the many hours they put into the remediation effort 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday saved us thousands of dollars.  Again, we thank them for enabling  
us to work, meet, and worship in a safe building. 
 

OUR GREAT WATER AVENGERS 
Missing in Action: Steve Bold & Bob Ferrono 
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Spring Training!

TBS Brotherhood presents – Annual Spring Training Game
Members, family and friends welcome!

Surprise Stadium, February 27th @ 1:05pm

(Section 108, first base lower dugout seats)

RSVP your tickets with a payment to: Temple Beth Shalom Brotherhood
(Ticket price is $40 each and includes a Brotherhood donation / Deadline is February 1st while tickets last.)

Do You Like to Write?  How About Taking Photographs? 

If you enjoy writing and would like to help us with writing up publicity for our 

various programs, classes, events on a very part time basis, we have a crucial 

need for your assistance. For the most part, the information will be provided to 

West Valley newspapers, but you don’t have to do that (unless you would like 

to).  We already have a listing of all the media sources and contacts.  We need to 

get our name and our events out to more people in the West Valley.  We are also 

looking for members who like to take photographs – your cell phone photos will 

work – of any and all temple events.  If you are at an event and see an interest-

ing photo, snap it and send it in. 
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Our weekly Torah Discussion group will be meeting every  Wednesday in January on Zoom from  
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Our topics are from the Book of Exodus.  We will be reviewing: 
  
Jan. 5th, Parashat Bo, Were the Israelites Justified in Taking Gold and Silver from the Egyptians? 
 
Jan 12th, Parashat Beshalach, Why All the Complaints against Moses and God? 
 
Jan 19th,, Parashat Yitro, The Burden of Leadership 
 
Jan 26th, Parashat Mishpatim, Caring for the Stranger 
  
New participants are always welcome to our free and lively study of the Torah.  Led by Rabbi Kaplan, 
we read the text in English and consider the individual topics in each parashat.  Throughout each  
section we cover the most important themes and then present the varying, and often clashing,  
opinions of Jewish interpreters throughout the ages. With each session we ask two basic  
questions:  “What is the Torah session about?” and “What meaning can this Torah portion have for 
us?”  
  
Please contact the TBS office to register for the discussion if you have not previously registered, 
Phone: 623-977-3240.  A copy of the weekly text will be emailed to you.   
 
Reva Litt 
Email: reva.litt@gmail.com 
Cell: 623-236-5113 

 

Invitation to join the weekly  
Torah Discussion Group  

Currently on Zoom 
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Adult Bar and Bar Mitzvah Program 

 

For many different reasons, many Jewish adults did not become a bar or bat mitzvah at age 13, 
but now as adults would like to do so. Not only the ceremony itself, but the educational and  social 
process of preparing can be a religiously rewarding experience for participants. 
 

The adult bar and bat mitzvah program at Temple Beth Shalom (TBS) is actually a blend of bar or 

bat mitzvah and confirmation. Although the curriculum is somewhat flexible, it includes a           

substantial amount of study about Judaism as a system of thought and a way of life - an approach 

that would be consistent with a confirmation program. It also includes the development of certain 

ritual skills, so that each participant can read part of the service in Hebrew as well as read directly 

from the Torah itself, skills which were part of the traditional bar mitzvah educational program. 

 
All TBS members over the age of 18 who have not previously become a bar or bat mitzvah are   
eligible for this program. This may include those who were raised in a classical Reform temple 
where there was no bar or bat mitzvah program, those who converted to Judaism as adults,    
women who were raised in a traditional synagogue where they were not allowed to become a bat 
mitzvah, and people in all sorts of other situations where they did not celebrate a bar or bat      
mitzvah as a child but would like to do so now as adults, or became a bar/ bat mitzvah as a child 
but would like to do so again as an adult.  Participation in the program is limited to members of 
TBS. 
 
The goals of this 9 month program are: 
 
• Explore Jewish spirituality and religiosity in a mature context 
• Learn about the Jewish worship service and how to lead Shabbat services 
• Learn about the history and contents of the Torah and how the Hebrew Bible fits into historical          

Judaism and Reform Judaism today 
• Improve knowledge of Hebrew and learn to read or chant from the Torah scroll 
• Formulate personal thinking about Judaism and write a vision statement that can form the core 

of a speech or sermon to deliver 
 
While there are no formal prerequisites, we would expect that a person beginning this nine month    
program will have a basic background in Judaism. They should be familiar with Judaism as a      
religion and the Torah as the foundational sacred document of our tradition. 
 
The basic cost to enroll is $750, which includes the weekly class consisting of group discussion of    
selected text materials and study of basic Biblical Hebrew, as well as any individual meetings with 
the Rabbi.  It does not include the cost of books. 
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 TBS Biblical Garden 
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Larry & Edith Mattal Memorial Library 

In December the Book Club discussed Too Jewish by Patty Friedmann.    It is Book #1 of a three book saga of the 

Cooper family. 

Bernie Cooper leaves Europe just in time before World War II.  He can’t convince his mother to leave her home and 

when she finally agrees, it is too late.  He ends up in New Orleans and meets Letty.  The problem is Letty’s upper crust 

Jewish parents think Bernie is “too Jewish”.   Bernie and Letty marry but Letty’s mother does everything in her power 

to create physical and mental problems for Bernie.   Letty won’t leave New Orleans and Bernie is  tormented. 

Bernie and Letty have a daughter Darby.    Darby tries to fit in with the popular girls in high school and doesn’t realize 

they are the “mean girls”.    Their torment of Darby and her father Bernie brings tragedy to the family.    

We discussed how Darby was a victim of her friends who deceived her and of her grandmother who used her money 

to try to control her and everyone else’s life.   

The characters in the story were well -developed.    We gave it a rating of B. 

On Wednesday, January 19 at 2 p.m., via Zoom, we are discussing The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel.     It is a 

story of a Jewish university student who flees Paris in 1942 when her father is arrested.  In southern France she joins 

an underground movement who is creating false papers to get young children (who have deported parents) to safety 

in Switzerland. 

If you wish to join the Book Club, please contact me at pam@katzct.com.   

Pam Katz 

TBS BOOK CLUB 

mailto:pam@katzct.com
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Most of us shop at Amazon on-line often.  Temple Beth Shalom 

can easily be the beneficiary to the tune of 0.5% of each purchase 

at no cost to you by typing smile.amazon.com each time you 

want to visit the site.  Select “Temple Beth Shalom” as the         

recipient of the donation.  If you don’t find us by name, you can 

use our EIN  #23-7112839.  Thanks! 

Make Amazon Smile Charity Lists 

You can donate items directly to Temple Beth Shalom by          
purchasing from your Charity Lists. To make a Charity List, sign 
in to http://org.amazon.com and click "Get Started" in the 
"Create your first Charity List" section. 

Engage during major shopping holidays 

Many of you do your holiday shopping at Amazon, so it's a great 
time to remind you to go to smile.amazon.com to generate          
donations for Temple Beth Shalom.  Take advantage of the next 
shopping holidays. 

Shop at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7112839 and Amazon 
Smile donates to Temple Beth Shalom!  

AMAZON 

SMILE PROGRAM 

http://smile.amazon.com/
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3T96KNWCRXEAN&K=73CZUJ2KRE3C&M=urn:rtn:msg:20190816140334cee3241991b043679dbccbcb5f80p0na&R=1NAONP7KOBB6&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Forg.amazon.com%2Fsignout%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_425269640&H=C9JFSDNUOBTO06XX2JKA7UKQALKA&ref_=pe_73255
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3T96KNWCRXEAN&K=73CZUJ2KRE3C&M=urn:rtn:msg:20190816140334cee3241991b043679dbccbcb5f80p0na&R=2JQVFQ8DK04SZ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F23-7112839%3Fref_%3Dpe_732550_425269640&H=A4M0TJB5EORANENCWCOH5AMFG48A&re
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/23-7112839
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TBS KAVOD AWARDS 

Steve Siegel presenting award 

to Bob Koch 

Brenda Bochner presenting 

award to Judy Fagen 

Congratulations to our 2020 Kavod Award Winners 



TEMPLE BETH SHALOM SHOFAR              SUN CITY, AZ                                17 

 



TEMPLE BETH SHALOM SHOFAR              SUN CITY, AZ                                18 

 

Brotherhood 

 

Temple Beth Shalom of  the West Valley 
 

2021 – 2022 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION or RENEWAL 

 
 

Name              

 

Email              

 

Address              

 

                  

 

Phone :  Preferred     Other       

 

Please check one:  This application is    new   renewal 

 

Please check your interest in assisting in the following: 

 

Guest Speakers      Ushers at services    

 

Decorating the Sukkah     Food Prep     

Spring Training game      NFL game     
 

DUES: $25.00 per year; all checks should be made out to TBS Brotherhood. 

 
Returning members:  Mail your renewal to the Temple Office with “ATTN:  BROTHERHOOD” 

on the envelope. 

 

New TBS members will receive a complimentary Brotherhood membership for the first year of 

temple membership.  This form may be returned with your application for TBS membership. 

 

Any questions??  Contact: Glen Zelkind, President- Cell (303) 514 - 2895 

Email - gzelkind@aol.com 

mailto:gzelkind@aol.com
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 The Sisterhood meets the 3rd Monday of the month.  Check your calendars for 
dates and bring your lunch and join us.  The link will be posted in the weekly bulletin.  
If you don’t have access to the TBS weekly bulletin, please call the office for the 
phone number, link and password that you can use. 
 

Judaica Boutique 
 
The Boutique is located in the main lobby.  We stock a lovely selection of 
cards, holiday items, candles, jewelry, mezuzahs, tallit, and other gift 
items.  
 
The Boutique is available: 

• During the week the office staff will be happy to open the shop for 
your purchases anytime between 9:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 

 
• Will open on Wednesdays, by appointment only.  Please call Judy Fagen 

at (623) 210-1684 to set up your appointment. 
 

Special Oneg 

 Bereavement “Meal of Consolation”  Families of a member can call 
Yolanda Schatz at (623) 566-6686 to make arrangements for a meal at 
the Temple. 

INFORMATION FROM YOUR  
TBS SISTERHOOD PRESIDENT 

JUDY FAGEN 
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SISTERHOOD PROGRAMMING NEWS 

Sisterhood had our first in-person meeting since February, 2020. Twenty of us gathered in the So-

cial Hall. We brought our lunches and enjoyed desserts provided by the Hospitality Committee. 

Our president, Judy Fagen, welcomed us all and announced several newly filled positions – Evelyn 

Dragiff will process Food/Flower Basket donations, replacing Maxine Daitzman who held the Food/

Flower position for 17 years. Sharon Gadless and Diane Shapiro will Co-Chair Programs. Several 

people volunteered to work in the Judaica Shop and help with Shabbat Onegs.  Shari Young will be 

Vice President. 

These Board members are continuing: 

Judy Fagen – President 
Phyllis Hibben - Membership/Publicity 

Sharyn Helbon – Treasurer 

Rae Bolnick -- Corresponding Secretary 

Nan Rubin will again lead the Women’s Seder 

Brenda Bochner – Director   

Yolanda Schatz and Shari Young -- Hospitality Co-Chair.  

 

Reva Litt served as Secretary during our difficult time of COVID 19, when we met via Zoom, her 

efforts were greatly appreciated. She is now serving as Education Chair for TBS. so, please call Judy 

Fagen if you are interested in being Secretary, which entails taking minutes during Sisterhood 

Board Meetings. 

SAVE THE DATE-GAME DAY MONDAY JANUARY 17: Our first meeting of 2022 will be a 

Game Day.  Look for details for registering and choosing games to play via email and in the weekly 

bulletin. The games available will be Rummy Q, Hand & Foot, Mexican Train, and Mah Jongg. We 

will be providing drinks, snacks to munch on, dessert, and table prizes. Entrance is $5.00. It’s all fun 

and games; no games will be played for money. …Invite some friends or other playing part-

ners, all are welcome. Sisterhood membership not required. 

A reminder, when you receive a Yahrzeit notice, you can donate to Sisterhood with a Food or Flow-

er Basket donation. These donations can be made for any life event. These items are symbolic, but 

Sisterhood will resume donations to the Temple for security in lieu of fresh flowers. 

Sisterhood Onegs resume first and third Fridays in January.  

Shari Young 
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TEMPLE BETH SHALOM 

12202 N 101st Ave    Sun City, AZ 85396 

BRICK PATHWAY PURCHASE A BRICK FORM 

 

Thank you for your participation in this important project. Please complete this form and return it to the Temple 

office along with your check or charge information. If you have questions, please feel free to contact Dave Katz 

at 623-980-2196 or dave@katzaz.com  

I/We are purchasing __________ (number of bricks). The cost of each brick is $100. 

Total amount enclosed $___________ 

Provide up to three lines, maximum of 22 characters per line including spaces. Please print. 

Inscription #1 

 
Inscription #2 

 
Inscription #3 

 
 

Dated:  ___________________   SIGNATURE:  _____ ___________________________  

 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ______________________         PRINT NAME:  _________________________________  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

mailto:dave@katzaz.com
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE CARING COMMITTEE AND 
CARING FOR CAREGIVERS COMMITTEE 

 

OUR CREED:   Temple Beth Shalom is responsive to the needs of its members spiritually 

and personally through our Caring Committee.  This TBS Committee reaches out to our 

members who are ill and in need of a gentle caring phone call. 

 The people that are contacted are listed in our Friday Night Bulletin MiShebeirach 
List. 
 
 

THE POWER OF PRAYER TO HEAL:  It has been proven that prayers have    
marvelous healing powers. 

 
 

HOW DO I OR MY LOVED ONE GET ON THE LIST:  The guidelines  for  
being listed on the MiShebeirach List are as follows: 
 

 1. Person(s) must be a member of TBS in good standing. 
 
 2 The person(s) must be a spouse, immediate family member or close relative. 
 
 Friends or neighbors needing our prayers are prayed for when the Rabbi asks you to 
raise your hand and announce their names at the services. 

 
 

YOUR CARING COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE:   Rabbi Dana Kaplan, Bea         
Eisenberg, Sunny  Altman, and Phyllis Jacobs. 

 

IN THE EVENT OF A DEATH WE GIVE SUPPORT  
THROUGH THE CHEVRA KADISHA 

 
 Chevra Kadisha offers support in assisting with making pre and post death               
arrangements.  They offer assistance with Jewish tradition, work with the various funeral 
homes and cemeteries in concert with Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan. 
 

 The Caring Committee continues to work even during the Covid-19 pandemic calling 
their assigned MiShebeirach List contacts. 
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SPACE ON THE MEMORIAL BOARD IS AVAILABLE 
 

RESERVE SPACE NOW 
 
 

Remember a departed loved one with a bronze plaque 
on our beautiful memorial wall located in the hallowed 
setting of the sanctuary. 

Order now for best space selection. 

For information contact: 

Nan Rubin by phone:  623-933-1412; 

email:  nrubin57@yahoo.com; or  

the Temple office @ 623-977-3240. 
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Donations for Temple Funds 

Please use this form so that your donation can be properly allocated. 

Make check payable to Temple Beth Shalom and mail to:  
Temple Beth Shalom, 12202 N. 101st Ave., Sun City, AZ 85351 

 
Date:  ___________________    Amount:  $      

In Honor of _____________________________  In Memory of       

In Appreciation of ________________________  Speedy Recovery      

Thank you ______________________________  Happy Birthday       

Happy Anniversary _______________________  Congratulations      

Mazel Tov ______________________________  Thinking of you       

Designated to: 

[  ] General Fund [  ] Mattal Library  [  ] Endowment    [  ] Prayer Books 
[  ] Education  [  ] Biblical Garden   [  ] Choir    [  ] Security  
[  ] Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund   [  ] Jeanna Michaels Memorial    [  ] Social Action Fund 
 
 
Send card to   _____________________________  Address   __________________________________    

 

Donated by  _______________________________  Address  __________________________________    

Make checks payable to Temple Beth Shalom. Our address is 12202 N 101st Ave, Sun City, AZ 85351. MasterCard and 

Visa are accepted in the office for donations of $25 or greater. 

Donations for Temple Funds 

Please use this form so that your donation can be properly allocated. 

Make check payable to Temple Beth Shalom and mail to:  
Temple Beth Shalom, 12202 N. 101st Ave., Sun City, AZ 85351 

 
Date:  ___________________    Amount:  $      

In Honor of _____________________________  In Memory of       

In Appreciation of ________________________  Speedy Recovery      

Thank you ______________________________  Happy Birthday       

Happy Anniversary _______________________  Congratulations      

Mazel Tov ______________________________  Thinking of you       

Designated to: 

[  ] General Fund  [  ] Mattal Library  [  ] Endowment   [  ] Prayer Books 
[  ] Education   [  ] Biblical Garden   [  ] Choir   [  ] Security  
[  ] Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund   [  ] Jeanna Michaels Memorial    [  ] Social Action Fund 
  
 
Send card to:  _____________________________  Address   __________________________________    

 

Donated by  _______________________________  Address  __________________________________    

Make checks payable to Temple Beth Shalom. Our address is 12202 N 101st Ave., Sun City, AZ 85351. MasterCard and Visa 

are accepted in the office for donations of $25 or greater. 
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Temple Beth Shalom Gratefully Acknowledges The Following Donations 

You may donate to the Temple in many ways.  The designated Temple Funds are listed below with a 

brief description of each. When making your donation, please designate your fund of choice. 

  Honor the memory of a beloved family member or friend with a memorial plaque mounted in the Sanctuary.  You 
may also celebrate a simcha with a leaf on our Tree of Life displayed in the lobby. 

 

 For details or further information, contact Nan Rubin at 623-933-1412. 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
 
In Loving Memory Of: 
Sadie Nappen 
Joan Nappen 
Edna Beck 
Sharon Gadless 
Roberta Rosenblum 
Fern Bentkover 
 
 

Operating Fund 
 
In Loving Memory Of: 
Clara Wexler 
Mort Israel 
Martin Weil 
Jean & Randy Rosen 
H. Richard Grauman 
Jean & Randy Rosen 
Milton, Shirley & Edward Lehman 
Jeffrey Lehman 
Leah Jacobson 
Beryl Jacobson 
Ervin Rymaszewski 
Libby Rymaszewski 
Jennie Wasserman 
Libby Rymaszewski 
Bruce Shanis 
Joe & Myrna Shanis 
Arnold Bolnick 
Rae Bolnick 
Linda Cutler-Smith 
Dennis & Bonnie Cutler 
Samuel Abraham 
Sharon Gadless 
Benjamin Berkowitz 
Arnold Berkowitz 
Robert Gerber 
Suzanne Gerber 
Louis Kalish 
Larry Kalish 
 
 
In Appreciation & Honor of: 
Ginger Reed  
Ellen Frishberg 
Temple Beth Shalom 
Rechelle Mruk 
Year End Donation 
Glen & Bobbie Zelkind 
 

 
 
 

Biblical Garden 
 
In Loving Memory Of: 
Frances Marten 
Judy & Larry Feinstein 
Ruth Koritan 
Baruch Koritan 
Jerry Raymond 
Joyce Gold 
 

Choir Fund 
 
In Loving Memory Of: 
Revenn Edelstein 
David Edelstein 
 
 
 
 

Education & School Scholarship  
 
In Loving Memory Of: 
David Maultasch 
Barry Maultasch 
Max Stolove 
Burt Stolove 
Sam Gadless 
Lou Gadless 
Sam Bentkover 
Warren Bentkover 
 

Endowment Fund 
 
In Loving Memory Of: 
 
 

Mattal Library Fund 
 
In Loving Memory Of: 
 

tel:623-933-1412
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 BIMAH FLOWER & FOOD BASKET FUND 

Contributions are always appreciated. Make checks payable to TBS 

Sisterhood and send them to the office. 

 Many people contribute to the Flower Bouquet & Food Basket Funds  “in memory of **”, but did 

you know that you can also contribute to these funds “in honor of**” to help someone special celebrate a 

birthday, anniversary or any kind of simcha? 

 This is Sisterhood's major fundraiser. We use it to make donations to local food banks, but the 

major portion is given to our  temple whenever a need arises, such as a copier, a computer and new kitchen 

appliances like a refrigerator and dishwasher.  We are always there to help.  Please help us by contributing. 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

Sam Gadless—Father    Frances Augenfeld—Mother 
Lou Gadless      Lorraine & Burt Stolove 
Food Basket 12/31/21    Flower Basket 12/17/21 
 
Edna Beck—Grandmother   Rose Stolove—Mother 
Sharon Gadless     Burt & Lorraine Stolove 
Food Basket 12/31/21    Food Basket  12/24/21 
 
Dr. David Dragiff—Husband   David Maultasch—Brother 
Evelyn Dragiff     Barry Maultasch 
Flower Basket 01/07/22    Flower Basket 12/10/21 
 
Samuel Abraham—Grandfather   Stanley H. Marten-Father & Grandfather 
Sharon Gadless     Judy & Larry Feinstein 
Food Basket 01/21/22    Food Basket 12/31/21 
 
Morris Kram—Father    Sherman Goldberg—Husband 
William Kram     Sue Goldberg 
Flower Basket 01/21/22    Food Basket 01/21/22 
 
Charles Kram—Brother    Alex Harris —Father 
William Kram     Sue Goldberg 
Flower Basket 01/21/22    Food Basket 01/21/22 
 
Jerry Raymond—Father 
Joyce Gold 
Food Basket 01/21/22 
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HELP WANTED 

Volunteers needed to work in the office 3 hours once a week.  If you can answer phones, 

photocopy information, file, type, or staple – WE NEED YOU!!!  Nice office with friendly  

people – Good time guaranteed!  Come and join us – Please call and we will get you going.  

Also needed:    *  Additional people to be on the Emergency Call List to respond to 

       the occasional off hours alarms 
   *   Audio/visual people to run the camera for services.  No experience  
        needed 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 As most of you know, the success of Temple Beth Shalom has always been dependent on the 
efforts of our dedicated volunteers.  Please don’t wait to be asked!  Schedules can be flexible and you 
will have the satisfaction of contributing to the greater good . . . Tikun Olum. 
 
 Temple Beth Shalom invites you to participate in the life of our congregation by being a 
volunteer.  Every successful congregation has special people who give of their time and talent.  While 
we are grateful for financial contributions, we are equally grateful for the dedicated volunteers who 
offer their valuable time and energy.  To volunteer, to be active, is the way to meet people and be part 
of our Jewish family community. 

TREE OF LIFE 
 

 

 

 

Consistent with our belief, our Tree of Life, on the Lobby wall next to the office, 
commemorates simchas and life cycle events, such as special birthdays, anni-
versaries, or Bar & Bat Mitzvahs with an engraved leaf.  We look forward to 
members making a contribution to the Temple and honoring their loved ones 
or commemorating an event by adding a leaf to the tree in their name.  As in 
the past years, each leaf remains as a $300.00 donation to the synagogue.  This 
is a lovely way to commemorate a special milestone for your family, and sup-
port Temple Beth Shalom. 

Please call Nan Rubin at 623-933-1412, or the Temple office at   623-977-3240, 
to  order your special leaf. 
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OUR FANTASTIC ADVERTISERS 

 

 

AUTO REPAIR   Desert Star Auto     623-933-1118 

 

     Exclusively Imports     623-537-5444 

      Mike Price 

 

CHIROPRACTIC   Van Metre Chiropractic    623-209-2225 

 

FINANCIAL ADVISOR  Adam Bishop—Climb Wealth  
      Management Group    480-668-3016 
 
     Matt Murphy– Murphy Capital Advisors  623-872-3333 
 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE Mike Alvarado      Cell:   623-326-2428 

 

INSURANCE    State Farm ISnsurance—Jerome Hammack  623-440-9600 
 
MORTUARIES   Sinai Mortuary     602-248-0030 
 
     Sunland Memorial Park    623-933-0161 
 

REAL ESTATE   Joani Frankel—Realty One Group     Cell  602-919-1256 

 

     The Property Sisters of Long Realty  

      Yvette Kaplan     623-238-2388 

      Susan Markus     623-229-7900 
 
SENIOR LIVING    Freedom Plaza      623-815-4013 
 
     Royal Oaks      623-815-4132 
 
SKIN & ALLERGY SPECIALIST Updegraff Clinic Sun City    623-933-3107 
        Sun City West   623-975-4244 
 

VISION SPECIALISTS  Eyes West Optical     623-583-0377 
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Work Guaranteed· Free Estimates  
 

GENERAL MAINTENANCE 
Paint Exterior/Interior· Plumbing Repairs,  
Drywall Repairs, Electrical Troubleshooting 
Sewer/Drain Clean Ups, Doors, Fans  

Roofing. Faucets, Coolers, Water Heaters  

Fix-ups 

 

  MIKE ALVARADO  
 
  

  Cell: (623) 326-2428   
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Eyes West Optical 
Eyeglasses—Contact Lenses 

Scott Fineman, 

Licensed Optician 

12801 West Bell Road 

Surprise, AZ  85378 

                         623-583-0377 

 

 

 

ON PREMISE EYE EXAMS 

BY AN INDEPENDENT  

DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY 
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Temple Beth Shalom of the West Valley 

12202 N. 101st Avenue 
Sun City, Arizona 85351 

(623) 977-3240  
templebethshalomaz@gmail.com 

www.tbsaz.org 
Affiliated with the Union for Reform Judaism 

Shabbat Services Friday Evening 7:00 pm 

Office hours: Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.- 3:00 p.m. 

[Tues. through Thur. June 1 - August 31] 

SHOFAR DEADLINE REMINDER 

The deadline for item submission to the Sho-
far is the  15th of the month.  No articles will 
be included after the deadline. 
 

Thanks for your cooperation  

Rabbi Dana Evan Kaplan, Ph.D. 
Rabbi Shelly W. Moss, D.D., Ph.D., Rabbi Emeritus 

Baruch L. Koritan, Cantor 
Andre Ivory, Director of Youth Education & Programming 

* * * * * * * * *  

Board of Directors 
Executive Committee 

 
 President: 
 Fay Henning-Bryant 

 
 Vice Presidents: 
 Dennis Cutler 

 Bea Eisenberg 
 Sara Jane Feldman 

 
 Recording Secretary: 
 Dave Katz 
 
 Treasurer: 
 Jonathan Werbel 

 
 Parliamentarian: 

 Russ Robbins 
 
 Financial Secretary:  

 Warren Bentkover 
 

Trustees 
 

Carmen Berkowitz 
Stephen Bold 
Anne Burris 
Reva Litt 
Nan Rubin 

 

Judy Fagen  Sisterhood President 
Glen Zelkind, DDS Brotherhood President 
Tammy Stojanovski Parenthood President 
Helene Fox Synagogue Administrator 
 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

To fulfill and nurture the spiritual, social 

and educational needs of our diverse 

Jewish Community. 

****SHOFAR**** 

— Editor 

PUBLISHED MONTHLY 

Immediate Past President 
Marvin L. Berris, Esq. 

http://www.templebethshalomaz.org

